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PM honoured PM honoured with Ethiopia’s highest award
. . . s Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday was conferred with Ethiopia’s
with E[thplﬂS highest award ‘The Great Honour Nishan of Ethiopia’ by his Ethiopian

1 counterpart Abiy Ahmed Ali.
hlgheS[ award . The award was to honour Mr. Modi’s role in strengthening India-
Ethiopia ties.
Press Trust of India o Infjia and Ethiopia also elevated their ties to a strategic
ADDIS ABABA partnership.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday was con-
ferred with Ethiopia’s high-
est award “The Great Ho-
nour Nishan of Ethiopia’

by his Ethiopian counter- India-Maldives joint military exercise EKUVERIN
RN concludes
India-Maldives joint military — YRd-#Tadia e 9= G THAR JUA
exercise EKUVERIN concludes

o The bilateral military exercise EKUVERIN between the

The bilateral military exercise EKUVERIN Indian Army and the Maldive s National Defence Forces
between the Indian Army and the Maldives (MNDF) concluded with a

National Defence Forces (MNDF) concluded with  joint validation exercise in

a joint validation exercise in Thiruvanantha- Thiruvananthapuram on

puram on Tuesday, marking the culmination of h
two weeks of intensive training. The validation Tules_daty, mafrkltwng the ks of
phase was witnessed by Major-General R.D. E:u mln? lon O_ . o weeks o
Sharma of the Indian Army and Brigadier intensive training.

General Abdulla Ibrahim from the Maldivian YR 1 3R Aradia
side, along with observer delegations from both ;Tg']'q' &[T ¢ (MNDF) EIc)

countries. The Indian Army said that the exercise %.q A= 3Ty E@ﬁﬁ:l
focused on Counter Insurgency and Counter &ﬂ-q .

Terrorist operations in contemporary operational T THIGT HITAAIR a”lf m ﬁ W a'?.l?lT ST %

environments, with the aim of enhancing Y 3T, ST &Y WATE & Mg WIRIGUT & JHUH HT Ul Tl

interoperability, operational synergy. e The validation phase was witnessed by Major-General
R.D. Sharma of the Indian Army and Brigadier General Abdulla Ibrahim from the
Maldivian side, along with observer delegations from both countries.

YT TRUT D HRA T & ASR-S-R A 3R S1. AT 3R AT U&i I fSRfEeR s Ra
T gAIRH, Ty € a1 3= & wdere wfafaRRmsal 3 3

e The Indian Army said that the exercise focused on Counter Insurgency and Counter
Terrorist operations in contemporary operational environments, with the aim of
enhancing interoperability and operational synergy.

YR BT 3 Hal fob T8 31T/ HHSTeN Uiara URawr # Suare faRieht iR sdearg
faeht arfiram R Sia ur, e e SiaR-HaTed & 3R u=re IH-ad & 9gHT
T
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Rashtrapati Bhavan displays portraits
of all 21 Param Vir Chakra awardees

Bm!u !!! an !era a!an

NEW DELHI

Portraits of all 21 Param Vir
Chakra awardees are now
on display at the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan, replacing the
previously displayed por-
traits of 96 British Aide-de-
Camps (ADCs).

The Param Vir Chakra is
India’s highest military ho-
nour, awarded for display-
ing the most exceptional
acts of valour, courage, and
self-sacrifice during war.

The initiative aims to ho-
nour the memory of sol-
diers who had laid down
their lives in the service of
the nation. President Drou-
padi Murmu inaugurated
the ‘Param Vir Dirgha’ at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan on
Tuesday, on the occasion
of Vijay Divas.

“The move will assist in
educating visitors about
our national heroes who
displayed dauntless resolve
and unconquerable spirit

St e 4

President Droupadi Murmu felicitates a veteran official during the
inauguration of the ‘Param Vir Dirgha’ gallery in New Delhi. pTi

in defending our nation.
The initiative to display
portraits of Indian national
heroes marks a step toward
shedding the colonial
mindset and embracing,
with pride, the richness of
India’s culture, heritage,
and timeless traditions,” a
release issued by the Rash-
trapati Bhavan said.

The government had
been working to restore
pride in India’s “sanatan
values”, with prominent

changes including the re-
naming of the Rajpath to
Kartavya Path, a senior
Central government official
said.

Similarly, the Indian Na-
vy’s ensign has shed the
Saint George’s Cross,
adopting instead a design
featuring the National Flag
and a Navy blue-gold octa-
gon dedicated to Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Maharaj. The
2022 Republic Day Beating
Retreat ceremony, part of

the ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahot-
sav’, embraced Indian in-
struments, including the si-
tar, santoor, and tabla.

Decolonial renaming
Across India, including on
the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, colonial nomencla-
ture has been replaced, the
official said.

In 2018, Ross Island was
renamed Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose Dweep, Neil
Island became Shaheed
Dweep, and Havelock Is-
land was renamed Swaraj
Dweep.

In 2024, the capital of
the Union Territory, Port
Blair, was renamed Sri Vi-
jaya Puram, and 21 islands
were named after Param
Vir Chakra awardees. The
Rashtrapati Bhavan’s
Mughal Garden was re-
named Amrit Udyan.

“Through various initia-
tives, the Centre is disman-
tling colonial legacies,” the
official said.

Rashtrapati Bhavan displays portraits of all 21 Param Vir Chakra awardees

wgufa was | 9t 21 RAIR T fastaret & fax welfa

Portraits of all 21 Param Vir Chakra awardees are now on display at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan, replacing the previously displayed portraits of 96 British Aide-de-Camps (ADCs).

319 Wgufa Ha= ¥ 9 21 AR 7% fastarsit & fom yefia fe e 8, S usd ueRid 96
fafewr ve-EY-%u (wSieh) & fosii &t Sve AW U g

The Param Vir Chakra is India’s highest military honour, awarded for displaying the most
exceptional acts of valour, courage, and self-sacrifice during war.

TRHAR T HRd BT Farsd &0 T 8, ST g & SR SRITYRYT ST, 98 d 3N 3TeH-
gfere™ & ueeH & o far ST g1

The initiative aims to honour the memory of soldiers who had laid down their lives in the
service of the nation.

S A BT 5% 31 AHD! B FIA BT T BT § [oFai Y BT HaT F 0= U107 FraTar
fbul

President Droupadi Murmu inaugurated the ‘Param Vir Dirgha’ at the Rashtrapati Bhavan
on Tuesday, on the occasion of Vijay Divas.

Tgufa gadt 9 A faerg féaw & sfawR R WTaaR &1 Agufd W § wEdR dab &1
Jgure faba

“The move will assist in educating visitors about our national heroes who displayed
dauntless resolve and unconquerable spirit in defending our nation.

UG A a@ﬁaﬁwm%aﬁﬁﬁ@amﬁﬁmw, EEERCEIREIE
HFET TAHe SR 3T AT BT TexiH b

The initiative to display portraits of Indian national heroes marks a step toward shedding the
colonial mindset and embracing, with pride, the richness of India’s culture, heritage, and
timeless traditions,” a release issued by the Rashtrapati Bhavan said.
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e The govemment had been working to restore pride in India’s “sanatan values”, with
prominent changes including the renaming of the Rajpath to Kartavya Path, a senior Central
government official said.

TP IRT T TIBRT TUBTRY 7 BT b WPHR YR & “TATdT Heul” | 7RI 8T A &
foQ & TR 38T 7, NI I5T9Y BT A1 Teadm Baed TY HIAT ol T Jeard Y ¢ |

e Similarly, the Indian Navy’s ensign has shed the Saint George’s Cross, adopting instead a
design featuring the National Flag and a Navy blue-gold octagon dedicated to Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj.

T TG, WRAH AT & a1 - He Sisl I DI geTp I et 3R BAUfd Rrarsit
TERTS &I JAMT A4t T8 SITHIvT aren fSemg S g |

e The 2022 Republic Day Beating Retreat ceremony, part of the ‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’,

embraced Indian instruments, including the sitar, santoor, and tabla.
JTSITS BT 3Md WeIeqa’ & fvid 2022 TUraa feaw S frdle anRie 7 REaR, @R ik
a9 Yigd YR IRRIAT 6 S{U-T T |

Decolonial renaming
ATH BT A

e Across India, including on the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, colonial nomenclature has
been replaced, the official said.
ISR 3 F7T b SisHT iR FPleaR gluayg dfed W HRa # Siufaflkie Armeor o
CERiIE

e In 2018, Ross Island was renamed Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Dweep, Neil Island
became Shaheed Dweeg, and Havelock Island was renamed Swaraj Dweep.

2018 T 19 ¢ &1 19 FUTY % a1 61T, et €10 &1 71 G 9, 3R eaare 6y
1 ATH TWIRIST G419 381 7T

o In 2024, the capital of the Union Territory, Port Blair, was renamed Sri Vijaya Puram, and
21 islands were named after Param Vir Chakra awardees.

2024 T Pz AT US PI IS NS AR T 1 ot faera g a1 1, ok 21 fid &
I IRAIR T fastarsii & 7/ IR 7@ U

e The Rashtrapati Bhavan’s Mughal Garden was renamed Amrit Udyan.
AT U & IS M BT ATH FerehR S ST 38T 11|

e ‘“Through various initiatives, the Centre is dismantling colonial legacies,” the official said.

BRI A FgT, “fafte ugdl & AreH T $g IWPR Uil favrad o gad s W@ e 1’
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LAHORE

Pakistani court awards 35-year jail
term to top leader of banned TLP

AP

Zaheerul Hassan Shah, Tehreek-i-Labbaik Pakistan’s deputy chief,
has been sentenced to 35 years in jail by an anti-terrorist court for
inciting people to “behead” Pakistan’s then-Chief Justice Qazi Faiz
Isa, in July 2024. Qazi Faiz Isa had been criticised by extremists after
he granted bail to an Ahmadi suspect accused of blasphemy. PTi

Pakistani court awards 35-year jail
term to top leader of banned TLP

TIfewaT 3eTad A ufasfid TLP &
i A1 B 35 T B ST B NI

e

e Zaheerul Hassan Shah, Tehreek-i-Labbaik
Pakistan’s deputy chief, has been sentenced
to 35 years in jail by an anti-terrorist court for
inciting people to “behead” Pakistan’s then-
Chief Justice Qazi Faiz Isa, in July 2024.

aﬁwmm qedP-T-dea UTfhedl b

ﬁmﬁeﬂmmww
ﬁﬁaaﬁwmﬁﬂé% Fifp I5I- FeATS
2024 T UTfhea & dapIei J&I <ATaTesT
PToil Tl 3971 &1 ‘RR e & fog ann &
IHIAT UT|

e Qazi Faiz Isa had been criticised by
extremists after he granted bail to an Ahmadi
suspect accused of blasphemy.

PTolt ol SHT B! TRAUTYGT 7 3fTeiieT Bt o,

T IBI ST & 3RIY H U AT AT o) FTHTC <) ot
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Questions and Answers to the previou
day’s daily quiz: 1. This British law was
the immediate cause of the Boston Tea
Party. Ans: The Tea Act of 1773

2. The Tea Act was seen as a threat
because of this. Ans: It implicitly
affirmed the British Parliament’s right
to tax the colonies without their
consent

3. This organisation carried out the Bostot
Tea Party. Ans: The Sons of Liberty

4. The estimated monetary value of the
destroyed tea in 1773. Ans: £9,659
sterling

5. These were the ships from which the te:
was dumped during the Boston Tea Party
Ans: The Dartmouth, the Eleanor, and
the Beaver

Visual: Identify this pioneering American
filmmaker. Ans: Edwin S. Porter

Early Birds: K.N. Viswanathan| Erfanally
Oosmany| Tito Shiladitya| Mohan Lal Pate
Ambarin Aslam

Tea Act of 1773 — Immediate Cause of the Boston
Tea Party

*The Tea Act of 1773

* After the Seven Years’ War (1756-1763), Britain faced a
severe financial crisis due to war debts and the cost of
maintaining troops in the American colonies.

* To raise revenue, the British Parliament imposed several taxes
on the American colonies, including the Stamp Act (1765) and
the Townshend Acts (1767).

+ Strong colonial resistance led to the repeal of most taxes, but
the tax on tea was deliberately retained to assert Parliament’s
authority.

* By the early 1770s, the British East India Company, a
powerful trading corporation, was on the brink of bankruptcy due
to massive unsold tea stocks.

What Was the Tea Act of 1773

* The Tea Act of 1773 was a law passed by the British

Parliament to rescue the British East India Company and reinforce Britain’s right to tax the

colonies.

* It allowed the East India Company to export tea directly to the American colonies without paying

certain British export duties.

» This made the Company’s tea cheaper than even smuggled tea, despite the continuation of the

colonial tea tax.

* The Act did not introduce a new tax, but retained the existing one to uphold Pariament’s authority.

Why the Tea Act Angered the Colonists

* Colonists viewed the Act as a political trap rather than an economic benefit.

* Buying the tea meant accepting “taxation without representation”, since colonies had no
representatives in the British Parliament.

* Local colonial merchants were bypassed, threatening their livelihoods and creating resentment.
* The Act was seen as a symbol of British imperial overreach and control.

Immediate Events Leading to the Boston Tea Party

* In late 1773, ships carrying East India Company tea arrived at major colonial ports, including

Boston.

* Colonists demanded that the tea be sent back without unloading.
* The royal governor of Massachusetts refused to allow the ships to leave without unloading and

paying the tax.

* On the night of 16 December 1773, a group of colonists, some disguised as Mohawk Native

Americans, boarded the ships.

* They dumped 342 chests of tea into Boston Harbor, deliberately destroying the cargo.

Boston Tea Party (1773)

* The Boston Tea Party was a direct protest against the Tea Act of 1773.
* It represented resistance not just to taxation, but to British political authority over the colonies.
* The event was non-violent toward people but involved massive destruction of property.
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British Response and Consequences

* Britain responded with a series of harsh laws known as the Coercive Acts (1774), called the
Intolerable Acts by colonists.

* These included closing Boston Harbor and reducing self-governance in Massachusetts.

* The Acts unified the colonies against Britain and led to the First Continental Congress (1774).
* The chain of events ultimately culminated in the American War of Independence (1775-1783).

Why the Tea Act Is Historically Significant

« It transformed economic protest into open political defiance.

* It exposed the growing ideological divide between Britain and the colonies.

« It directly triggered revolutionary unity among the colonies.

* It is considered one of the most important precursors to the American Revolution.

“This organisation carried out the Boston Tea
Party: The Sons of Liberty”

» The Sons of Liberty emerged in 1765 in the American colonies.

» They were formed in response to British taxation measures, especially the Stamp Act (1765).

» The organisation functioned as a loose network, not a formal party, operating across colonies such
as Massachusetts, New York, and Virginia.

Core Objective

* To oppose British taxation and laws imposed without colonial consent.
» To defend the principle of “No taxation without representation.”
* To protect colonial political rights and local self-government.

» The Boston chapter of the Sons of Liberty was led by Samuel Adams, one of the most influential
revolutionary leaders.

* Other prominent supporters included John Hancock and local colonial activists.

* Members came from diverse backgrounds such as merchants, artisans, dockworkers, and
intellectuals.

Monetary Value of Tea Destroyed in the Boston Tea Party (1773)

» The estimated monetary value of the tea destroyed during the Boston Tea Party (16 December
1773) was £9,659 sterling.

Ships Involved in the Boston Tea Party (1773)

* The tea during the Boston Tea Party (16 December 1773) was dumped from three British ships:
* The Dartmouth

* The Eleanor

* The Beaver

GS Paper I1I: Polity,

17 December
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SC issues notice after Justice Varma challenges inquiry panel formed by
Speaker

aravfd aaf R TfieR grRT nfeq s Ifffa @ g 33 & T1e i ¢
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SC issues notice after Justice
Varma challenges inquiry

Eanel formed by Speaker

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday decided to exa-
mine a petition filed by the
Allahabad High Court
judge Justice Yashwant Var-
ma assailing the action of
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la in “unilaterally” consti-
tuting a committee under
the Judges (Inquiry) Act to
investigate him.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Dipankar Datta issued
notice to Mr. Birla through
the Lok Sabha Secretariat,
Lok Sabha Secretary-Gen-
eral, and Secretary-Gener-
al of the Council of States.
The petition was filed un-
der the acronym ‘X’ to
maintain anonymity. The
case is likely to be taken up
on January 7, 2026.

Justice Yashwant Varma

In March, sacks of half-
burnt currency notes were
allegedly videotaped in a
storeroom of Justice Var-
ma’s official residence in
Delhi after a fire on the pre-
mises. Justice Varma was a
sitting judge of the Delhi
High Court at the time of
the incident. He was later
transferred to the Allaha-
bad High Court.

An in-house inquiry pro-

cedure started by then
Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna recommended the
removal of Justice Varma
from office. The recom-
mendation was forwarded
to Parliament, after which
Speaker Om Birla consti-
tuted a three-member
committee.

Justice Varma, repre-
sented by senior advocate
Mukul Rohatgi, said the
constitution of the commit-
tee violated both his right
to be treated and protected
equally by the law. He ar-
gued that though notices of
motion for removal were
given in both Houses of
Parliament on the same
day, the Speaker constitut-
ed the committee unilater-
ally. The Act mandated
joint consultation with the
Rajya Sabha Chairman.

SC issues notice after Justice Varma challenges inquiry panel formed by
Speaker

grayfe quf grT Tier gr1 nfeq s afifa 6 gdt @1 & a1g gita &1d 1
ifed wRt foar

The Supreme Court on Tuesday decided to examine a petition filed by the Allahabad High
Court judge Justice Yashwant Varma assailing the action of Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
in “unilaterally” constituting a committee under the Judges (Inquiry) Act to investigate him.
IR PIE A AR DI gAIGTAIG §1S BIE B A Arqwfet a=rde qwf gRI R AfH!
DI ST HRA BT e foar, s dreaHT sremes 3 faRar gRT Judges (Inquiry) Act &
qed 3% A% S & AN “ThaRbr ¥ ¥ Afd 713 & &1 HIRars &1 I & T8 ]|
A Bench headed by Justice Dipankar Datta issued notice to Mr. Birla through the Lok
Sabha Secretariat, Lok Sabha Secretary-General, and Secretary-General of the Council
of States.

rayfd YUiHR GuT Bt regeran et Uis A AT Jfarey, SeaHT ARG 3R I
gfkug & Herad & Tred 3 ot favar o ey Rt fean)

The petition was filed under the acronym ‘X’ to maintain anonymity. The case is likely to be
taken up on January 7, 2026.

FTE I/ & forg X 19 T SRR o1 718 At 39 HHA & 7 Fa) 2026 6
TG g1 & YU 3|
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¢ Anin-house inquiry procedure started by then Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna
recommended the removal of Justice Varma from office.

e Justice Varma, represented by senior advocate Mukul Rohatgi, said the constitution of the
committee violated both his right to be treated and protected equally by the law.

aig siftae gopa Agarit grR1 U@ b e =ammfd 9ai 3 S f& 9fifa &1 161 376
P & q6d A AITER 3R W& & IHR FT Ieaie Ixal 5|

e He argued that though notices of motion for removal were given in both Houses of
Parliament on the same day, the Speaker constituted the committee unilaterally.

I ad fear o g1 TvIg & il TeHl & Ug | e & UaTd &I a1 U oi fad & 1
o, fthR it WiehR 7 A THarwT U 4 1o d Bl
o The Act mandated joint consultation with the Rajya Sabha Chairman.

ST & SFAR ISTTUT b FUTITT & T g WRTHRT TR 1|

GS Paper II: International Relations

17 December
TOPICS COVERED

1. | The Trump NSS, Europe’s existential crisis
¢U &1 TATHEH, RIU FT HRI@Td Hdhe
2. | The three revolutions reshaping American power

AR} fd B g PR 37 arehl i wifaar
3. | India and the U.S.: 2005 versus 2025
YR 3R 3MARBT: 2005 I9T7 2025
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The Trump NSS, Europe’s existential crisis

ope is not a strategy. For most of this
year, European leaders have hoped
that the Trump Administration has
not actually meant its President’s
oscillating support for the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO), its Vice-President’s berating
his European hosts in Munich over their liberal
values and immigration policies, President
Donald Trump’s tirade against migration at the
United Nations, and of course his mercurial
support for Ukraine. The hope was that, all things
considered, America would ultimately stand with
Europe.

The Trump Administration’s National Security
Strategy — a 33 page document that spends much
time congratulating the President for saving
America from apparently terminal decline as it
charts an unapologetically MAGA-esque
America-first mercantilist position — appears not
to notice Africa, Australia and New Zealand. It
sweeps by Asia as it focuses strongly on perceived
trade imbalances with China and lands squarely
on a defence of the ‘Western Hemisphere’
according to American interests while lamenting
the decline of Europe. Europe is a problem, not
anally.

The stand on Europe

In ‘Promoting European Greatness’, the NSS
warns of Europe’s ‘civilizational erasure’,
precipitated by the European Union (EU)’s
policies on migration and freedom of speech, ‘the
suppression of political opposition’, and the ‘loss
of national identities and self-confidence’. In case
there was any doubt about which migrants were
unwelcome, the NSS declares that if Europe
continues on its present trajectory, ‘within a few
decades ... certain NATO members will become
majority non-European.’ The U.S. will help
Europe regain its ‘former greatness” by choosing
‘patriotic European parties’ to promote what this
administration views as ‘genuine democracy’ and
‘unapologetic celebrations of European nations’
individual character and history’. To most
Europeans, at best this reads as a meddling in the
internal politics of sovereign nations, and at worst
as regime change.

Europe, the NSS states, needs to stand on its
own feet, assume ‘primary responsibility for its
own defense’ and re-establish ‘strategic stability
with Russia’. NATO ‘cannot be a perpetually
expanding alliance’, a warning of course to
Ukraine, but also an interesting glossing over of
Sweden and Finland’s accession to the alliance
after Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022. In this
document, the threat is not Russia and its
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invasion of a sovereign nation, but Europe’s
cultural decay. The tramp of the jackboots of
1930s Europe echos with every mention of
civilisational decline.

Of course, an administration’s national
security strategy is not policy, but a guide to its
thinking. They can and have been over-ridden by
events, most notably George HW. Bush’s 1990
NSS, which was overtaken by the fall of the Berlin
‘Wall, German reunification and the first Gulf War.
Observers could chart the evolution of the
administration’s thinking in the two subsequent
iterations of 1991 and 1993.

As a high-level document, the NSS often
provides the lens through which to interpret an
administration’s foreign policy goals and is
assumed to set the tone for the administration’s
national defence strategy, its Quadrennial
Defense Review and national military strategy.
Mr. Trump’s famously mercurial nature might
caution against viewing it as declared policy.
However, given that this is a Congress-mandated
document, it is more than just a
rhetorical exercise: while it should not
be taken literally, it should be taken
seriously.

‘What Europe’s response could be
As the dust settles, Europe now faces
three options in responding: it can
ignore the NSS and hope that it will go
away; its leaders can dial up their
flattery of Mr. Trump in the hope that
he will change his mind on Europe; or
Europe can face up to the prospect that Mr.
Trump’s America is not a reliable ally and that
they will need to fend for themselves.

Europe tried a mixture of the first two
strategies after ].D. Vance’s outburst at the
Munich Security Conference. After some tepid
talk of needing to pull together to see off Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s ‘imperialist’ ambitions
in trying to ‘rewrite history’ or the need for
Europe to wean itself off U.S. dependence,
Europe doubled down on doing whatever it
would take to keep America in NATO and Europe.
Britain flattered Mr. Trump with an invitation for
an unprecedented second state visit. Germany’s
Friedrich Merz forgot about his observations of
February this year as Chancellor-in-waiting that
his ‘absolute priority will be to strengthen Europe
... so that ... we can really achieve independence
from the USA.

Germany has since abandoned half-explored
plans of developing European capabilities and
ordered more American military kit, which is

The Trump NSS, Europe’s existential crisis
¢U B TATHTH, GRIT BT KT’ d@e

The Trump Administration’s National Security Strategy — a 33 page document that

spends much time congratulating the President for saving America from apparently terminal
decline as it charts an unapologetically MAGA-esque America-first mercantilist position
— appears not to notice Africa, Australia and New Zealand.
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dependent on American intelligence to work.
NATO’s Hague Summit of June this year will be
remembered as much for European states
agreeing to raise their military spending to 5% of
GDP as for Secretary-General Mark Rutte’s calling
Mr. Trump ‘Daddy.

The third option will not be easy. Europe has
never defended itself as an entity and there is no
concept of integrated European defence. Even
limited projects of joint development of military
kit tend not to get very far, as the stalled
Franco-German project on sixth generation
fighter jets demonstrates. If the U.S. pulls
American troops out of Europe - as this
administration has periodically hinted it might do
— then Europe will have a serious manpower
problem that experiments in ‘voluntary’
conscription will not even begin to address. Then
there is the question of nuclear deterrence and
Britain’s uneasy post-Brexit relationship with the
EU and Europe.

The state of the world order
How Europe responds will have
implications beyond the continent.
Mr. Trump’s NSS, with its attack on
transnational institutions (that he
insists ‘undermine political liberty
and sovereignty’), its dismantling of
the post-war trading order in favour
of a mercantilist America-first
policy; and the signalling of a US.
retreat into its own ‘Hemisphere’
(however that might be defined, and
with the implication that China and Russia are
free to carve up the rest of the world as long as
they do not impinge on America’s trading
footprint) have profound implications for the
rest of the world. The post-war world order that
America helped shape and uphold is imperfect
and crumbling. The power imbalances at the
United Nations and the Bretton Woods
Institutions that help anchor expectations of
peace, security, development and trade reflect
an outdated world order. But, however
imperfect this rules-based system might be, it is
still a bulwark against a descent into a Hobbesian
free-for-all, where might makes right.

The debate about this National Security
Strategy is, therefore, not about a document that
might shed light on an administration’s thinking.
It is about whether Europe chooses to defend a
rules-based liberal order or defers to a President
whose transactional and racist view of the world
will have consequences that stretch far beyond
his borders.
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It sweeps by Asia as it focuses strongly on perceived trade imbalances with China and
lands squarely on a defence of the ‘Western Hemisphere’ according to American interests

while lamenting the decline of Europe.

The U.S. will help Europe regain its ‘former greatness’ by choosing ‘patriotic European
parties’ to promote what this administration views as ‘genuine democracy’ and
‘unapologetic celebrations of European nations’ individual character and history’.
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To most Europeans, at best this reads as a meddling in the internal politics of sovereign
nations, and at worst as regime change.
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Europe, the NSS states, needs to stand on its own feet, assume ‘primary responsibility for
its own defense’ and re-establish ‘strategic stability with Russia’.
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NATO ‘cannot be a perpetually expanding alliance’, a warning of course to Ukraine, but
also an interesting glossing over of Sweden and Finland’s accession to the alliance after
Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022.

NATO ‘TR faRdR A a1 TSay= T8l 8 gdhar, Ig Fidd U 9 b & oy Adra!
, Qi 2022 A T GRT Leb W SATHHUI & 91 WIS 3R frads o TodyT o wmfra
B 31 ge &1 1 ITd &1 Y TSRS Bl g

In this document, the threat is not Russia and its invasion of a sovereign nation, but
Europe’s cultural decay.
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As the dust settles, Europe now faces three options in responding: it can ignore the NSS
and hope that it will go away; its leaders can dial up their flattery of Mr. Trump in the hope
that he will change his mind on Europe; or Europe can face up to the prospect that Mr.
Trump’s America is not a reliable ally and that they will need to fend for themselves.

Germany has since abandoned half-explored plans of developing European capabilities
and ordered more American military kit, which is dependent on American intelligence to
work.
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NATO’s Hague Summit of June this year will be remembered as much for European states
agreeing to raise their military spending to 5% of GDP as for Secretary-General Mark
Rutte’s calling Mr. Trump ‘Daddy’.

If the U.S. pulls American troops out of Europe — as this administration has periodically
hinted it might do — then Europe will have a serious manpower problem that experiments
in ‘voluntary conscription’ will not even begin to address.

The power imbalances at the United Nations and the Bretton Woods Institutions that
help anchor expectations of peace, security, development and trade reflect an outdated
world order.
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The three revolutions reshaping American power

hen United States Secretary of State
w Marco Rubio proposed restructuring

the G-20 into an elite “inner caucus”
of powerful states, it should have dominated the
week’s geopolitical news. It signalled a major
reordering of global economic governance,
shifting rule-making to a narrower group and
weakening emerging economies. Yet, the
proposal barely registered. It was immediately
eclipsed by the release of the 2025 U.S. National
Security Strategy (NSS), that embodied the same
underlying ideological shift. Days later, the
Heritage Foundation, the intellectual core of U.S.
President Donald Trump’s MAGA project, issued
its own blueprint, Restoring America’s Promise:
2025-26.

The alignment between the G20
restructuring, the NSS, and Heritage 2026 reveals
three simultaneous revolutions in American
statecraft: a transformation of political morality, a
recasting of foreign policy, and a restructuring of
global economic governance. The common
thread is the institutionalisation of exclusion and
the acceptance of unequal burdens as policy
design rather than error. In this sense, cruelty
functions as an analytical term, capturing a
system in which harm is anticipated, normalised,
and strategically deployed.

Shrinking of civic space

The first revolution is internal. Mr. Trump’s
political project dismantled the traditional moral
architecture of American public life. Norms of
restraint, institutional deference and civic
responsibility gave way to an ethos where
transgression signalled authenticity and the
erosion of shame became a political asset. The
NSS integrates this shift into formal doctrine by
treating internal cultural cohesion, ideological
alignment and demographic stability as national
security requirements.

The Heritage document demands bureaucratic
remaking, ideological vetting, and mass
personnel turnover. The NSS echoes this through
sovereign autonomy, institutional suspicion and
domestic culture as security treating independent
institutions not as correctives but as obstacles to
political will.

Cruelty here takes the form of permissive

>
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indifference: hardship from administrative
purges, narrowing civic space, or punitive
regulatory change is not acknowledged as
collateral damage but folded seamlessly into the
architecture of governance.

Foreign policy around conditionality

The second revolution is external. The U.S.
traditionally relied on predictable commitments
and institutional stability. Even Mr. Trump’s
first-term disruptions occurred within
recognisable boundaries. The 2025 NSS departs
sharply from this tradition.

Alliances are reframed as conditional
transactional contracts with obligations justified
continuously. The Western Hemisphere displaces
Europe and the Indo-Pacific as the primary
theatre, reviving the Monroe Doctrine. Migration,
a domestic concern, is elevated into the central
security threat, while institutions once amplifying
American power are described as
constraints on sovereignty.

The Heritage document provides
the ideological framework. It frames
multilateral bodies as infringements
of sovereignty, border control as
geopolitics, and allied compliance as
contingent on ideological alignment,
not shared interest.

The result is neither isolationism
nor traditional realism. It is selective
dominance: assertion where leverage
is high, retreat where obligations are costly, and
judging partnerships by conformity not
capability. The structural effect is fragile
alliances, revisionist adversaries and a
fragmentation of global order.

The third revolution is economic. Mr. Rubio’s
G-20 proposal is not an administrative adjustment
but the formalisation of a tiered global economy,
an architecture of privileged rule-makers and
peripheral rule-takers. Decision-making on debt
relief, trade standards and climate finance will
consolidate within a narrower circle of states with
the capacity to shape outcomes.

The NSS fits precisely within this trajectory. Its
emphasis on reshoring, tariff leverage and
industrial sovereignty promoted toward a
hemispheric economic model centred on North

America. Heritage 2026 expands on the logic:
globalisation is treated as a strategic vulnerability
and multilateral economic systems as threats to
national autonomy.

The consequences will be felt
disproportionately by countries with limited
negotiation power. Debt restructuring will
become more conditional, supply chain
diversification more politically selective, and
access to global capital more closely tied to
geopolitical alignment. The predictable hardship
that follows, from inflationary pressures to
disrupted export markets, will fall on global and
domestic workers.

Cruelty here is systemic: unequal distribution
of economic pain is treated as a mechanism for
stabilising a more hierarchical global order

A return of imperial logic

Across these three revolutions runs a common
thread: the restoration of a
colonialimperial mindset. Not
territorial colonialism but a
structural world-view built on
hierarchy, entitlement, and the
presumption that the strong may
impose costs while the weak absorb
them.

The NSS provides bureaucratic
vocabulary; the Heritage supplies the
ideological foundations.

The analytical utility of cruelty lies
in naming this organising logic. It captures a
system where the suffering generated by policy is
neither incidental nor unfortunate but integrated
into the functioning of the political and economic
order.

The G-20 restructuring and the 2025 NSS are
manifestations of the same deeper shift. The
world is entering an era where the U.S. seeks to
protect its sovereignty through contraction,
assert influence through hierarchy, and reshape
global governance through exclusion.

The final irony is that the victims of this
reordering are not confined to distant shores.
They live in Maputo and Dhaka, yes, but also in
Harlan, Kentucky. The architecture of cruelty is
global, but its consequences are intimate. It
reaches the world, but it also circles back home.

o But, however imperfect this rules-based system might be, it is still a bulwark against a
descent into a Hobbesian free-for-all, where might makes right.

The three revolutions reshaping American power
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e When United States Secretary of State Marco Rubio proposed restructuring the G-20 into
an elite “inner caucus” of powerful states, it should have dominated the week’s

geopolitical news.
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The alignment between the G-20 restructuring, the NSS, and Heritage 2026 reveals three
simultaneous revolutions in American statecraft: a transformation of political morality, a
recasting of foreign policy, and a restructuring of global economic governance.
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The common thread is the institutionalisation of exclusion and the acceptance of unequal
burdens as policy design rather than error.
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In this sense, cruelty functions as an analytical term, capturing a system in which harm is
anticipated, normalised, and strategically deployed.
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Shrinking of civic space
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The first revolution is internal.
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Mr. Trump’s political project dismantled the traditional moral architecture of American
public life.
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Norms of restraint, institutional deference and civic responsibility gave way to an ethos
where transgression signalled authenticity and the erosion of shame became a political
asset.
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The NSS integrates this shift into formal doctrine by treating internal cultural cohesion,
ideological alignment and demographic stability as national security requirements.
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The Heritage document demands bureaucratic remaking, ideological vetting, and mass
personnel turnover. ]
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The NSS echoes this through sovereign autonomy, institutional suspicion and domestic
culture as security, treating independent institutions not as correctives but as obstacles
to political will.

The second revolution is external.
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The U.S. traditionally relied on predictable commitments and institutional stability.
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The Western Hemisphere displaces Europe and the Indo-Pacific as the primary theatre,
reviving the Monroe Doctrine.
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Migration, a domestic concern, is elevated into the central security threat, while
institutions once amplifying American power are described as constraints on sovereignty.
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o The Heritage document provides the ideological framework.
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o |t frames multilateral bodies as infringements of sovereignty, border control as geopolitics, and
allied compliance as contingent on ideological alignment, not shared interest.

India and the U.S.: 2005 versus 2025

n 2005, when I served on
the Prime Minister’s Task
Force on Global Strategic
Developments chaired by K.
Subrahmanyam, India and the
U.S. stood at the threshold of a
historic transformation.
Washington had declared that it
wished to “help India become a
major world power in the 21st
century.” It was an extraordinary
statement, not merely because of
what it promised but because of
the confidence it reflected. The
U.S. then still believed that
strengthening responsible rising
powers would strengthen the
world. That belief seemed to form,
for many, the bedrock of the civil
nuclear breakthrough and of a
strategic partnership built on a
shared sense of possibility.

The U.S.s retreat
Reading the 2025 U.S. National
Security Strategy (NSS) is therefore
an unsettling experience. The
document is saturated with
self-praise. It claims to have
“brought our nation - and the
world — back from the brink of
catastrophe and disaster” and
asserts that “no administration in
history has achieved so dramatic a
turnaround in so short a time.”
But this assertiveness feels
defensive. It projects a nation
unsure of its place in a world it no
longer fully comprehends, yet
unwilling to concede that
uncertainty even to itself. The
result is a strategy that is less a
map for global action and more an
exercise in national reassurance.

The contrast with the
intellectual spirit of 2005 could
not be sharper. Then, Washington
spoke the language of partnership.
Today, it speaks the language of
burdens. “The days of the United
States propping up the entire
world order like Atlas are over,”
the strategy declares. Global
leadership, once embraced with
ease, is now treated as a cost to be
minimised. The overriding
imperative is not to elevate the
international system but to lighten
America’s load.

Nowhere is this shift more stark
than in the treatment of India.
Cooperation is acknowledged but
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is instrumental. India is framed
less as a civilisational actor and
more as a component in America’s
China calculus. The NSS states that
the U.S. must “continue to improve
commercial (and other) relations
with India to encourage New Delhi
to contribute to Indo-Pacific
security, including through
continued quadrilateral
cooperation with... ‘the Quad’” In
this framing, India is not an end in
itself but a means to a
balance-of-power arrangement the
U.S. seeks to preserve.

In 2005, India’s rise was an
objective; now, it is a function. This
narrowing is part of a broader
retreat from internationalist
confidence. The so-called Trump
Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine,
declaring an intent to “assert and
enforce” hemispheric exclusivity,
speaks to a nation turning inward.
The irony is difficult to miss. In
2005, when India spoke of strate-
gic autonomy, many in Washington
bristled. In 2025, when America
claims an expansive and unilateral
autonomy, it calls it realism.

The document’s tone reinforces

foundations. India cannot rely on
the assumption that Washington
will invest in India’s rise as a
matter of strategic design. India’s
rise will depend on India.
Partnership will endure where
interests converge and remain
measured where they do not. As
the NSS itself insists, partners
must increasingly “assume
primary responsibility for their
regions,” a polite but unmistakable
signal that U.S. support will be
conditional and limited.

The path forward
The lesson of 2005 remains
valuable because it reminds us of
the conditions under which
strategic transformations occur:
confidence on both sides and a
belief that the other’s ascent
strengthens one’s own. The 2025
strategy lacks that confidence. It is
shaped by grievance at past
overreach, suspicion of
institutions, and a preoccupation
with restoring an earlier notion of
American primacy.

India therefore must resist the
temptation to interpret this

this inwardness. It document through the
catalogues a series of lens of earlier hopes. The
claimed diplomatic era that produced the
triumphs, resolving civil nuclear

multiple global conflicts breakthrough was an era
“from Cambodia and e of widening horizons for
Thailand” to “Pakistan Pl both India and the U.S.
and India”. These read SE_(i:u_RlTV The era that produced
less like diplomatic this strategy is one of
achievements and more contracting horizons for

like political assertions crafted for
domestic effect. Strategy becomes
performance, and performance
becomes a substitute for engage-
ment with the world’s real fissures.

For India, the implications are
clear. The U.S. that sought to
create strategic space for India in
2005 is not the U.S. reflected in
the NSS - it is preoccupied with
its own vulnerabilities, identity,
and hierarchy of burdens. It
demands more from partners yet
offers less in return. It speaks of
shared interests while retreating
from shared responsibilities. It
calls for burden-sharing but often
means burden-shifting.

This does not diminish the
importance of India-U.S.
cooperation. It simply changes its

the U.S. and expanding
responsibilities for India. If India is
to be a major world power in the
21st century, it will not be because
any external actor wills it. Tt will
be because India possesses the
strategic confidence and material
capacity to act independently
within a fragmented global order.
Paradoxically, the 2025 strategy
makes that reality clearer than its
authors intend. By reducing the
scope of American commitments,
it widens the space for others. For
India, the challenge is not to fill a
vacuum but to craft a role suited
to its scale, interests, and
civilisational temperament. The
assumptions of 2005 cannot
return, but the aspiration that
animated them is ours to pursue.

India and the U.S.: 2005 versus 2025
YR 3R 3MNBT: 2005 99T 2025

¢ |n 2005, when | served on the Prime Minister’s Task Force on Global Strategic
Developments chaired by K. Subrahmanyam, India and the U.S. stood at the threshold of a
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historic transformation.

2005 T, 59 A &. TG D! 37eqefd arelt A Jurifae faer W yurw 3t e
B o Jar <, 99 YR iR ¥t Ue tfaeiRRie uRadq & ger R @3 3

Washington had declared that it wished to “help India become a major world power in the
21st century.”

It claims to have “brought our nation — and the world — back from the brink of
catastrophe and disaster” and asserts that “no administration in history has achieved so
dramatic a turnaround in such a short time.”

The NSS states that the U.S. must “continue to improve commercial (and other) relations
with India to encourage New Delhi to contribute to Indo-Pacific security, including through
continued quadrilateral cooperation with... ‘the Quad’.”
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In this framing, India is not an end in itself but a means to a balance-of-power
arrangement the U.S. seeks to preserve.
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In 2005, India’s rise was an objective; now, it is a function.
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This narrowing is part of a broader retreat from internationalist confidence.
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The so-called Trump Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine, declaring an intent to “assert and
enforce” hemispheric exclusivity, speaks to a nation turning inward.

TSI WIFRY Rigid &1 g/ dRIes, S Mardfa fafkwer & <wnifid sk arp a7 &
RIS BT DO FRAAT 8, TH UY MY P 3R Tobd Bl 8 o S g1 @1 2|
The irony is difficult to miss.

Ig fagam Forsiarst &1 B39 g
In 2005, when India spoke of strategic autonomy, many in Washington bristled.

2005 H, 9 U 7 YU TRRAT 61 a1d S, dl ARRTe | $5 T 388 8l T Y|
In 2025, when America claims an expansive and unilateral autonomy, it calls it realism.
%202513', o SARPT faqd 3R THaRWT FarawIdl &1 Sal BT 8, df 98 39 gUTdarg wedl

I

The document’s tone reinforces this inwardness.

XTI DI HTST 3 AT DI 3R Ao Hl ¢
It catalogues a series of claimed diplomatic triumphs, resolving multiple global conflicts
“from Cambodia and Thailand” to “Pakistan and India”.

Ig BIUd elfdd Uil & Th Saar 1 &, forad “waifean ol yrsds” 9 dax
“UTPEaT SIR URW % S AYP ISl & JHIYH H1 g1 e T B
These read less like diplomatic achievements and more like political assertions crafted
for domestic effect.

ﬁgﬁ%m@ﬁ@m@wﬁqnm%ﬁ@wﬂﬁmaﬁﬁﬁmm
BBl

Strategy becomes performance, and performance becomes a substitute for engagement
with the world’s real fissures.

The era that produced the civil nuclear breakthrough was an era of widening horizons for
both India and the U.S.

‘ GS Paper III: Economy
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Centre introduces Bill to
replace MGNREGA amid
loud Opposition protests

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Centre on Tuesday in-
troduced the Viksit Bharat
Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
(VB-G RAM G) Bill, 2025,
which seeks to replace the
two-decade-old Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), amid Opposi-
tion protests.

e P R i e = e
Growing clamour: Opposition MPs protest as Minister Shivraj
Singh introduces the VB-G RAM G Bill on Tuesday SANSAD TV
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Lok Sabha passes
Bill on 100%
FDI in insurance

N. Ravi Kumar
HYDERABAD

The Lok Sabha on Tuesday
passed an all important Bill
that proposes to raise fo-
reign direct investment
(FDI) in insurance sector
from 74% to 100% besides a
clutch of other amend-
ments to insurance laws
amid protests from the
opposition.

Finance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman, in her reply
to the discussion, said al-
lowing 100% FDI would
pave the way for further
capital infusion, better
technology as well as bet-
ter insurance products. It
would ease the process for
global companies to foray
into the Indian insurance
market without domestic
partners, she said, adding
forming a joint venture is a
mammoth task.

All Indian laws will ap-
ply to the companies. They
will be regulated like other
insurance entities, she
said, seeking to allay ap-
prehensions around
changes the Bill is propos-
ing to the Insurance Act,
1938; the Life Insurance
Corporation Act, 1956; and
the Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authori-
ty Act, 1999.

The FDI limit for insu-
rance companies was
raised from 26% to 49% in
2015 and from 49% to 74%
in 2021. On the amend-
ment reducing net owned
fund requirement for fo-
reign reinsurance branch-
es from 5,000 crore to
31,000 crore, she said the
move would invite more
reinsurers to the country

The Bill also
empowers IRDAI to
disgorge wrongful

gains from insurers
and intermediaries

for creating greater risk ca-
pacities and create level
playing field for FRBs in
domestic tariff area as op-
posed to IFSC.

Stating that govern-
ment’s priority is to streng-
then the public sector insu-
rance companies, she said
17,450 crore was infused
in three public sector gen-
eral insurance companies
to strengthen their capital
base. Listing of LIC, GIC Re
and New India Assurance
was also a step in the direc-
tion of boosting public in-
surers.

The Bill also empowers
insurance regulator IRDAI
to disgorge wrongful gains
from insurers and interme-
diaries. As part of proposal
to rationalise penalties to
be imposed by IRDAL, the
maximum limit of penalty
on insurance intermediar-
ies like in the case of insur-
ers is to be increased from
%1 crore to 10 crore to “act
as a deterrent and encour-
age legal and regulatory
compliance.”

Terming the Bill a land-
mark reform, General In-
surance Council Chairman
and Bajaj General Insu-
rance MD and CEO Tapan
Singhel said by strengthen-
ing policyholder protec-
tion, improving transpa-
rency and empowering the
regulator, the Bill builds
trust at the core of the insu-
rance system.

Con-

The Trinamool
gress’s Saugata Roy de-
manded the Bill be re-
ferred to a select
committee. The RSP’s N.K.
Premchandran  pointed
out technical flaws, and
said States could not afford
the financial burden.

Congress general secre-
tary K.C. Venugopal dis-
missed the promise of 125
days of work as “hollow™.
Addressing Mr. Chouhan,
he said, “Your name will be
remembered as a Minister
who removed Mahatma
Gandhi’s name.”

Opposition members
stormed the Well of the
House, holding photo-
graphs of Gandhiji. Amid
the din, Mr. Chouhan reit-
erated that the Bill reflect-
ed Gandhian ideals and
aimed to create “Ram Ra-
jya” in villages. After walk-
ing out, Opposition MPs
marched to the Mahatma
Gandhi statue. Women
members raised slogans
from the old Parliament
building’s balcony. Left
parties staged protests be-
fore the sitting began.

The Congress an-
nounced nationwide prot-
ests on Wednesday. In a let-
ter to State presidents, Mr.
Venugopal called for de-
monstrations at district
headquarters.

o Viksit Bharat Guarantee for
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
(VB-G RAM G) Bill, 2025, which seeks
to replace the two-decade-old Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA.

e Ms. Vadra wamed that reducing the
Centre’s share of funding from 90% to
60% would hit State finances already
strained by GST compensation delays.
Shifting liability to States violated fiscal
federalism.

e  Promise of 125 days of work as
“hollow”.

Lok Sabha passes Bill on 100%
FDIl in insurance

WHEIHT 3 AT H 100%
Thslems R fadus wifva fear

e The Lok Sabha on Tuesday passed
an all important Bill that proposes to
raise foreign direct investment (FDI) in
the insurance sector from 74% to 100%
besides a clutch of other amendments to
insurance laws amid protests from the
opposition.

3 TTAAR &1 TH Sid Agaqut
fadae oiia faman, forad St & o
ycael fad=h fad=r (Fpi) &1 74% @
TSTHR 100% DI B UG 8, 1Y &t
R BT 3T B =M fFU T g,
3R I8 I fauer & fay & o9 gan
. Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, in her reply to the
discussion, said allowing 100% FDI
would pave the way for further capital
infusion, better technology as well as
better insurance products.

Tt & IR A foa #t e a3
HET I 100% THSIATS B SIHT o o
3 goft fa=T, SgaR W sik
SER ST IATSK BT AN YRR T

e It would ease the process for global
companies to foray into the Indian

insurance market without domestic partners, she said,
adding forming a joint venture is a mammoth task.

I el o T

Ay Fufral & fore fam

GIECNED

YR 1971 ToIR & TaT &1 Ufehan 31 ghf, SR Tgad
I ST U §gd 981 B g1

¢ All Indian laws will apply to the companies. They will be
regulated like other insurance entities, she said, seeking to allay
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apprehensions around changes the Bill is proposing to the Insurance Act, 1938; the Life
Insurance Corporation Act, 1956; and the Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority Act, 1999.

IBH HeT b 37 Hu- R Ht R ST AN 81 3R 38 3= ST TSt Bt aRE
fafafirg foear simem, SR fadae gry SaT sifferas, 1938, Stta= atar form siftf=as, 1956,
auT st faferamae 3R faera wiitreor siftferam, 1999 B TRATAd SeaTdl &l dh
STRIBTS BT G B BT AN b

The FDI limit for insurance companies was raised from 26% to 49% in 2015 and from 49%
to 74% in 2021.

a1 Hufal & o TwEISmS AT B 2015 H 26% T 49% 3R 2021 H 49% A 74% dH
Je AT TR YTl

On the amendment reducing net owned fund requirement for foreign reinsurance
branches from 5,000 crore to ¥1,000 crore, she said the move would invite more
reinsurers to the country for creating greater risk capacities and create a level playing field
for FRBs in domestic tariff areas as opposed to IFSC.

fad=ft grefar zmanreif & forg Ae e s ma=a®dT &I 25,000 FRIS | USTH 21,000
PR IR a1 UMY R Igi1 el [ I8 HeH 31fie HEwaRd o 32 & smfa &,
e SIRAH &HaT BT Foid HIM 3R IFSC BT JaT & TR ¥w &3 & FRBs & e wam=
TR UG |

Stating that the government's priority is to strengthen the public sector insurance

companies, she said ¥17,450 crore was infused in three public sector general insurance
companies to strengthen their capital base.

Ig §aI 8T {6 WBR 31 rifircsor Ardeif~e &1 ot S sufaal & Hoigd #3118, 38
Fel for 91 arder=e &3 &Y Ara=a i Huf-al 3 39! gl TR & Asigd I & e
¥17,450 HAS A Y|

Listing of LIC, GIC Re and New India Assurance was also a step in the direction of boosting
public insurers.

TS, SHemset § ok =g $fEan vwaRw &t Yiagar o wrdwfe dhareafst @ wwe
PR DI =M A TP PHeH ol

The Bill also empowers insurance regulator IRDAI to disgorge wrongful gains from insurers
and intermediaries.

Ig faduss a1 o IRDA & diHewatstt 3R Al ¥ Srgfrd arH &1 agel &1 iR
s

As part of a proposal to rationalise penalties to be imposed by IRDAI, the maximum limit
of penalty on insurance intermediaries like in the case of insurers is to be increased from 1
crore to ¥10 crore to “act as a deterrent and encourage legal and regulatory
compliance.”

IRDA GRT TTY SF aTcl 481 & Gfaadeul & Ud & ded, SHTdhdisi &I kg SH ARl IR
Py 8 WA H1 21 FHRAS T TP 210 FIS fhal ST difeh T8 “FARiY® & ®u o
P B 3R B 9 TS SruTa & Wiearfed #R 1

By strengthening policyholder protection, improving transparency and empowering the
regulator, the Bill builds trust at the core of the insurance system.
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Inhalable microplastics, a hidden
toxin worsening the air in our cities

A study which researched the threat posed b

inhalable microplastics has warned that they can also sm

ollutants, including heavy metals such as lead and
cadmium, and hormone-disrupting chemical compounds like diethyl phthalates; researchers found atmospheric lead levels to be highest in Kolkata, followed by Delhi

Neelanj al
nsuccessive weekends in

November, hundreds of Delhi

residents gathered at India

Gate holding placards that
read, “I miss breathing” and “right to live,
not just survive”. Winter’s onset has once
again plunged the National Capital Region
into dense smog, with the air quality
index refusing to exit ‘severe” (301-400) or
‘very poor’ (201-300) levels.

Even now, regulators are scrambling to
enforce graded action plans to mitigate
the concentration of PM2.5 and PM10
particles in the air.

Into this toxic mix, new research has
introduced a previously overlooked
problem known as inhalable
microplastics. According to scientists,
they pose a direct and alarming risk to
human health.

heric pollution has
been associated with the so-called criteria
pollutants; aside from the two size-wise
groups of particulate matter, these
include carbon monoxide, lead, sulphur
oxides, nitrogen oxides, and ozone. Of
late, however, they’ve been joined by
respirable emerging contaminants —
including inhalable microplastics -
fuelled in no small part by the production
of 400 million metric tonnes of plastics
every year. The world also releases 52.1
million tonnes a year of plastic waste into
the environment.

A first-of-its-kind comprehensive study
published in Environment International in
November examined inhalable
microplastics in India. These are plastic
particles smaller than 10 micrometres
(um). The researchers, led by Indian
Institute of Science Education and
Research Kolkata professor Gopala
Krishna Darbha, monitored ambient
concentrations at human breathing height
(1.5 m) in five highly populated markets in
Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, and Chennai.

Thus, the team estimated the average
concentration of inhalable microplastics
in all four cities to be 8.8 pg/m?.

This “means the average city resident
is breathing in about 132 micrograms
every single day,” Dr. Darbha said. “This is
a very high daily dose of pollution. The
most critical factor is the size of these
particles. They are so tiny that they can
bypass our natural defences and
penetrate deep into the lungs. This
chronic exposure presents a serious,
ongoing risk to public health.”

Researchers, however, said that the
greater danger is these plastic particles
serving as Trojan horses that smuggle in
toxic co-pollutants, including heavy
metals like lead and cadmium and
hormone-disrupting chemical
compounds like diethyl phthalates. The

team found atmospheric lead levels to be
highest in Kolkata, followed by Delhi.

‘The team members also found,
reportedly for the first time, that the
inhalable microplastics can also carry
microbes, including harmful fungi like
Aspergillus fumigatus, that contain
antibiotic-resistance genes, meaning they
could spread infections that don’t
respond to common antibiotics.

By comparing this information with
major toxicology databases, the team
found that breathing these contaminated
plastic particles was associated with a
higher risk of cancer, hormone-related
diseases, breast problems, and
respiratory illnesses.

Time and place

In all four cities, winter evenings had a
mean inhalable microplastic
concentration of 32.7 particles/m’® while
non-winter evenings averaged 18.8
particles/m’, reflecting a 74% seasonal
increase during winter.

There was a significant inter-city
variation as well: the data revealed that
the residents of Delhi and Kolkata were
exposed to high concentrations of
inhalable microplastics — 14.18 pg/m?® and
14.23 pg/m’ respectively — whereas
Mumbai (2.65 pug/m?) and Chennai (4
ug/m?) fared much better.

“The major factors here are
‘meteorological conditions,” Dr. Darbha
said alluding to Mumbai and Chennai
being coastal cities. “Second is urban
population density, and the third is waste
‘mismanagement.”

Zeroing in on the particles themselves,
the researchers identified 11 kinds of
plastics in the air, most of them coming

Asmoggy winter morning, in Gurugram, on December 16, 2025. pTi

ee

‘The most critical factor is the size of
these particles. They are so tiny that
they can bypass our natural defences
and penetrate deep into the lungs.
This chronic exposure presents a
serious. ongoing risk to public health

HA
INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE EDUCATION AND
RESEARCH KOLKATA

from places the researchers said people
usually overlook.

“The particles were primarily less than
100 um in size (56.2%), followed by
100-500 um (24.7%) and over 500 pm
(19.1%). Fragments were more common
than filaments,” the team wrote in its
Ppaper.

“Larger filament-shaped airborne
microplastics typically ... originate from
synthetic textiles or toy fillings. Smaller
fragments, often secondary airborne
‘microplastics, arising from packaging,
tyre wear, household release, cosmetics,
‘mini- and micro-industries, construction,
[and] were more prevalent due to their
small size and weathering, particularly in
areas like Sealdah Market and Chandni
Chowk.”

Policy imperative

According to Dr. Darbha, the current air
quality index may capture “a certain
percentage of nanoplastics” but describes
the existing evidence as “too preliminary”
to correlate AQI values with inhalable
microplastics. He did say workers such as
traffic police and labourers are especially

vulnerable, since “tyre-wear particles
seem to be more carcinogenic and may be
a severe threat to their lungs. Policy
reform is needed to protect such
vulnerable groups.”

The study also said the particles persist
in the air due to low gravitational settling
velocity.

“The government should ban single
use plastic and many such polymers,” he
said, adding that cotton-based clothing is
preferable to synthetics and that
“recycled and refurbished polyester or
reused fabrics ... are capable of releasing
these tiny plastics.”

He also said that uncontrolled waste
disposal, improper waste segregation,
and burning emitted poisonous gases and
smaller particulate matter, some of which
could piggyback on the inhalable
microplastic particles into our lungs.

Overall Dr. Darbha said the study
provides a new baseline for an emerging
environmental crisis: “This is a starting
point, and we are definitely looking
forward to more results coming up in the
country, to have more knowledge-sharing
in the ... scientific community as well as
among the common public to have more
awareness.”

Against the backdrop of the
accumulating evidence of the persistence
and harms of microplastic and
nanoplastic pollution, the researchers
also expressed hope that the Indian
government would take serious measures
regarding plastic disposal and worsening
air quality.

(Neelanjana Rai is a freelance journalist
who writes about indigenous communities,
environment, science and health.
neelanjanal89@gmail .com)

THE GIST

Atmospheric pollution has
traditionally been associated
with eriteria pollutants; they
have now been joined by
respirable contaminants
fuelled by the annual
production of 400 million
metric tonnes of plastics, and
the release of 52.1 million
tonnes of plastic waste

-

Researchers found that
inhalable microplastics can
also carry microbes that
contain antibiotic-resistance
genes; these contaminated
plastic particles were also
found to be associated with a
higher risk of cancer,
hormone-related diseases,
breast problems, and
respiratory illnesses

-

In all four cities, winter
evenings had a mean
inhalable microplastic
concentration of 32.7
particles/m? while non-winter
evenings averaged 18.8
particles/m’. There was
significant inter-city variation:
Delhi and Kolkata fared much
worse than Mumbai and
Chennai

muﬁ;m,wﬁmgaﬂmﬁmmﬁaﬂwﬁaﬁ?w
P el

A study which researched the threat posed by inhalable microplastics has warned that
they can also smuggle in toxic co-pollutants, including heavy metals such as lead and
cadmium, and hormone-disrupting chemical compounds like diethyl phthalates;
researchers found atmospheric lead levels to be highest in Kolkata, followed by D
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Py, qur g $ Tt Fea ard IRmafE DS O STSTATEA RdCH AT §;
SMydmdislt 7 U & argHS e I TR Piadar 3 969 e o1, 9% 916 D

On successive weekends in November, hundreds of Delhi residents gathered at India Gate
holding placards that read, “I miss breathing” and “right to live, not just survive”.

TR & AR FATgia 3, ﬁa@ﬁc—vﬁﬁammﬁzwwgu 3R “I miss breathing”
T “right to live, not just survive’ > fordt afeaat tl?:b_s?fl

Winter’s onset has once again plunged the National Capital Region into dense smog, with
the air quality index refusing to exit ‘severe’ (301-400) or ‘very poor’ (201 300) levels.
mﬁwmﬁwwmﬂ@uwﬁmﬁﬁmﬁ@ﬁm , STgI aryg, I[OTa™T
FAHTP THIR (301-400) I1 Tgd TR (201-300) w@rwﬁwﬁ@rmww%
Even now, regulators are scrambling to enforce graded action plans to mitigate the
concentration of PM2.5 and PM10 particles in the air.

3§ 1, fraTHe S8 5a1 § PM2.5 3TR PM10 S0 &1 Hisdl &1 68 T & [T USS TR
W AN & & 9T 88 ¢

Into this toxic mix, new research has introduced a previously overlooked problem known as
inhalable microplastics.

39 faurad fArgor 7, 9u iy 3 g IUfed g geAad HISHIWTRee & I 3ET 8|
According to scientists, they pose a direct and alarming risk to human health.

[ % SFOR, A HIFG R & o Tt 3R Riaree @aRT 91 H3d § 1
Atmospheric pollution has traditionally been associated with the so-called criteria
pollutants; aside from the two size-wise groups of particulate matter, these include carbon
monoxide, lead, sulphur oxides, nitrogen oxides, and ozone.

Wﬁwﬁmwaﬁaummmﬁﬁhaw% Fuig ugrd & o
SHTHR-ATYTRT THG! o AT, S8 PIa HHAISHTFATSS, T, B A5 S, S o
TFATES, SR S A 5|

Of late, however, they’ve been joined by respirable emerging contaminants — including
inhalable microplastics — fuelled in no small part by the production of 400 million metric
tonnes of plastics every year.

1A & qHT B, 37 T YT SURA Ugu® i 93 ¢ & — o sgaea

Qﬂﬁa% & — o8 1! 8¢ a% & au 400 fifera= Wifew o1 Wi & ITe § serar fia
el ol

The world also releases 52.1 million tonnes a year of plastic waste into the environment.
g &R Ora gaiaRor A 52.1 fiferas e wnfes et ot Bisd g1

A first-of-its-kind comprehensive study published in Environment International in
November examined inhalable microplastics in India.

AddeR # Environment International H TTRId Th tl?ﬁ UBR BT YD AT HRd A

gIeAad AT eead B Wid ol |

These are plastic particles smaller than 10 micrometres (um).

J 10 HISHIHIET (um) A B ©NREH HUT A B |

The researchers, led by Indian Institute of Science Education and Research Kolkata
professor Gopala Krishna Darbha, monitored ambient concentrations at human breathing
height (1.5 m) in five highly populated markets in Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, and Chennal
WA R I8 Td SR T, SIHTAT & T ER Mure $wr gf 3 g 3
Memdiad 3 fiwht, 4as, Sraewrd iR 398 & uia it ﬂhsmnsm@rmﬁqﬂa
4T TS (1.5 Hiex) W uRah Tigar o ARE &1

Thus, the team estimated the average concentration of inhalable microplastics in all four
cities to be 8.8 ug/mé.

39 UBR, T 1 IRY e A Teddd AISHIETReaT P 3T HigdT 8.8 pug/m? M1 |
This “means the average city resident is breathing in about 132 micrograms every single
day,” Dr. Darbha said.

31 gl A T8, “5THT Aaad ¢ [ T 3Ngd wedt Hard &R 7 T4 132 AISHIu™ 99 &
Y SR AT 81"

“This is a very high daily dose of pollution. The most critical factor is the size of these
particles. They are so tiny that they can bypass our natural defenses and penetrate deep
into the lungs. This chronic exposure presents a serious, ongoing risk to public health.”
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g UgHUI & 9gd P P AT 81 I HedqUf HRS 31 HUI o1 PR g1 3 Sa4 Y&H
& o g T TREM &) UR R BwS) § TERTS ddb U R Tdhd & | Tg SrHPpIerd
TP TR & o T iR SR RO GaT TRgd dRaT g 1"

Researchers, however, said that the greater danger is these plastic particles serving as
Trojan horses that smuggle in toxic co-pollutants, including heavy metals like lead and
cadmium and hormone-disrupting chemical compounds like diethyl phthalates.

g, TMuparsit 3 el i P g1 WRT U8 B i 3 wnfes wur B &1 kg B
FA § 3R FAd Tg-ugud! & ofcx d 1 8, o W ok Fsfrw o Ut arg au
STIUUTSA WA oY gHH-fAge-TaRY vmaf—e aifie Wi ¢
The team found atmospheric lead levels to be highest in Kolkata, followed by Delhi.
¢ A U foh argHSH T WR Siadrar § 9y S o, 396 dig feeelt 31 ®IH 87|
The team members also found, reportedly for the first time, that the inhalable microplastics
can also carry microbes, including harmful fungi like Aspergillus fumigatus, that contain
antibiotic-resistance genes, meaning they could spread infections that don’t respond to
common antibiotics.

A & Yot A Hd IR R ygel IR I8 v urr & s dae Igwieiee ey geAiial o
1t g gwa % o Aspergillus fumigatus S E’IW I XHA % ﬁlﬂﬁ@aﬂﬂﬁﬁ-
ﬁ?mﬂﬁﬁ%’ 3T 4 T HehHUT Tl Wb © ol WA= UtaTaife e tR ufafosan gt

I
By comparing this information with major toxicology databases, the team found that
breathing these contaminated plastic particles was associated with a higher risk of
cancer, hormone-related diseases, breast problems, and respiratory illnesses.

ERSIRENEIRSE] TifRTPIarst Serdd U 3 WX ¢ A Ul & 34 gfta wiies
Waﬁaﬁ%mu@gggm, - A, T Ewneh, 3R 4R I & i
SR O ST g3 3|
On successive weekends in November, hundreds of Delhi residents gathered at India Gate
holding placards that read, “I miss breathing” and “right to live, not just survive”.

IR & AR HATgidl §, Gbs! feeent fardt $f&aT e )R T §U 3R “I miss breathing”
dyT “right to live, not just survive” foredt H‘@cﬂﬁqﬁl
Winter’s onset has once again plunged the National Capital Region into dense smog, with
the air quality index refusing to exit ‘severe’ (301—400) or ‘very poor’ (201-300) levels.

[ B ST 7 T TR R PTT ASTUI= & 1 u Wi F gl foan 8, et ang orasn
ADI® TUR' (301-400) T1 Tgd WRIT' (201-300) TR 3 TeR e I TAHR TR @18
Even now, regulators are scrambling to enforce graded action plans to mitigate the
concentration of PM2.5 and PM10 particles in the air.

3g +ft, foraTHe ST ga1 & PM2.5 31k PM10 HUIf & Tigdl &l HH PR P oL IS TR
W AR IRA A eI g8 5 |

Into this toxic mix, new research has introduced a previously overlooked problem known as
inhalable microplastics.

3 fqures firgor 8 9 2y 3 uga I0fdd T SR ad HISH IRy & I &1 g |
According to scientists, they pose a direct and alarming risk to human health.

DI & SR, T Aa WA 3 fog et iRk fRfaree @avT de a3 ¢ |
Atmospheric pollution has traditionally been associated with the so-called criteria
pollutants; aside from the two size-wise groups of particulate matter, these include carbon
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monoxide, lead, sulphur oxides, nitrogen oxides, and ozone.

Wisdom teeth: evolutionary relic

Vasu!evan H!!un!!

Q: Why do we have
wisdom teeth?
A: The wisdom teeth are
the third molars that sit
at the very back of the
jaw. They usually start
forming in the teens and
try to erupt in the late teens to the
mid-20s, hence the name “wisdom”.
We have wisdom teeth because of our
ancestors, whose lives demanded more
chewing to get through.
For most stretches of their evolution,
humans’ diets were tougher and grittier,

including uncooked plants, fibrous roots,

Why do we have wisdom teeth?

TH 3raT T Tl gielt 82

o The wisdom teeth are the third
molars that sit at the very back of the jaw.

T TG TR GT¢ TIch § ol oTag b [Sepd
o fua gt ]

. They usually start forming in the
teens and try to erupt in the late teens to the
mid-20s, hence the name “wisdom”.

Y AR TR FFLIRTaRIT # &1 = Bl &
3R A fee A fs-20s & 9 Fovaq ot
PR HRA &, 3T PRI 37 “wisdom” HET

meat unsoftened by modern tools, and
nuts and seeds. So chewing them led to SR % [
more cavities and cracks (relative to ° We have wisdom teeth because of

today) and wore teeth down faster.
Having an ‘extra set’ of grinding teeth
could help adult humans keep eating
well into midlife before experiencing
discomfort.

Having an ‘extra set’ of grinding teeth could help
adult humans keep eating well into midlife before
experiencing discomfort. ENIS YAVUZ/UNSPLASH

The wisdom teeth are the last adult

our ancestors, whose lives demanded more
chewing to get through.

TR UMY 379 &G g9 Yduil &1 aoTg 9 8,

These human ancestors also tended to teeth to erupt, so they compete for space W GﬁﬁT{ ﬁ &rma? ﬂaﬁ ao'D[ SHTARIh dl Eﬁ?‘ﬁ
have larger jaws. Over thousands of after the jaw has already settled. ?-ﬁ

years, however, human diets and Sometimes they emerge at awkward |

technologies changed and cooking and angles, if they emerge at all, and require ° For most stretches of their

other forms of processing foods reduced
the daily chewing load.

At the same time, the average jaw size
declined in many populations, leaving
less room at the back for the third
molars to erupt cleanly. This is an
example of ‘evolutionary mismatch’,
where our genes build teeth suited to
older diets but our modern jaws and
foods don’t match those conditions.

dental care if they become a source of
discomfort.

2

For feedback and suggesti
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

fopaT T |, quT A 3R I WA A1

e So chewing them led to more cavities and cracks (relative to today) and wore teeth down

faster.

evolution, humans’ diets were tougher and
grittier, including uncooked plants, fibrous
roots, meat unsoftened by modern tools,
and nuts and seeds.

3T BT fAwTasH & SRM, Al &
3TER HIF FR 3R FRG oI, o w=t
e, IR 1S, MYFIP SNTRI | RA A

T 38 T F (31T Bt o1 H) 31 HfAdt 3R G usc off 3k <7 don | forga 31

e Having an ‘extra set’ of grinding teeth could help adult humans keep eating well into midlife
before experiencing discomfort.
TR arat gfal &1 U sifafvad Te 9o A &I 7wl Mg d% o 3RgfaeT & HieH &ed
T8 § Heg B ghd YTl

e These human ancestors also tended to have larger jaws.

S A4 Ydoll & 998 T8 g3 Hd 4|

e Over thousands of years, however, human diets and technologies changed and cooking
and other forms of processmg foods reduced the daily chewmg load.

BT, BOIRI 96 # {4 3MBR 3R
Wl 3 2P I & 95 B HH IR 3T

o At the same time, the average jaw size declined in many populations, leaving less room at

the back for the third molars to erupt cleanly.

3N Sag BT TR °e T, FDord dia & 3R Fi st g1e & Ig)

4 9y,

3 el o

WP I FHa & o wH w18 11

e This is an example of ‘evolutionary mismatch’, where our genes build teeth suited to older
diets but our modern jaws and foods don’t match those conditions.

T8 ‘faeTHaTd SregaT 1 IaTeRU §, 96! GHR o UM 38R & 3IHd ald s g, Al
Emﬁangﬁwm%aﬁv%muﬁ@ﬁ@rﬁﬁaqﬁf@ﬁl

o The wisdom teeth are the last adult teeth to erupt, so they compete for space after the jaw

has already settled.

T HISH & 3T YEHIBT
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3R] TG TUED w1 | fperm arat sifaw gid g1 §, 39fee S Siest U 81 fRR 81 b1
a1 2 e 3 T8 & frg wferegef &< B

e Sometimes they emerge at awkward angles, if they emerge at all, and require dental care if
they become a source of discomfort.

Fit-F 3 eRTEw BIvN R M ¢, afe Fed @, 3R 3 eRIfaer &1 HRU 4 df da
IUEIR & AT Bl B

Under the Nutri3D project, scientists in Italy’s public research agency are developing sweet snacks with lab-grown plant cells and fruit residues, producing a material that a 3D
printer can then process into ‘pastries’ with high nutritional content. REUTERS

Under the Nutri3D project, scientists in Italy’s public research agency are developing sweet snacks
with lab-grown plant cells and fruit residues, producing a material that a 3D The printer can then
process into ‘pastries’ with high nutritional content.
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Stepping stone

India’s nuclear governance needs
regulatory independence
N uclear power contributed only around 3%

of the electricity generated in India in
2024-25. The government has set a target
to install 100 GW of nuclear capacity by 2047, in-
cluding from at least five indigenous small modu-
lar reactors by 2033. In this picture, the SHANTI
Bill proposes to change who can legally build and
operate civil nuclear facilities. By allowing the
Centre to permit nuclear energy activities
through licences to government entities, joint
ventures and “any other company” (subject to
conditions), SHANT!I indicates that the intended
new class of operators is domestic private capital
rather than foreign plant owners. India being
able to meet its 100 GW target will indeed require
large capital mobilisation, and allowing licensed
non-government entities expands the roster of
entities that can share the construction risk.
SHANTI also seeks to keep the most sensitive fuel
cycles in state control while holding room for
private participation in plant delivery and parts
of the supply chain, reducing scope of commer-
cial entry to those segments most relevant to
scale power generation and keeping functions
sensitive to nuclear proliferation with the state.
The Bill could also mitigate the legal ambiguity
new entrants face by putting safety, enforcement
and dispute resolution and the terms of partici-
pation in the same statute. This could also reduce
transaction costs for developers and shrink site
approval and commissioning timelines.
However, the Bill’s liability and governance
provisions warrant caution. The maximum oper-
ator liability for a nuclear incident is 33,000
crore. The Centre is liable for nuclear damage
beyond the operator’s cap and can also assume
full liability for a non-government installation if
in the public interest. These choices make invest-
ment risk easier to price but also ask whether the
capped operator amount is adequate for victims
and for environmental remediation. Second,
SHANTI requires operators to maintain insu-
rance or other financial security, but exempts the
Centre’s nuclear installations, rendering clear pu-
blic accounting very important. It also allows op-
erator recourse only when expressly provided in
a written contract or when an incident is due to
an act or an omission with the intent to cause nu-
clear damage. This makes supplier accountability
depend largely on what the operator secures by
contract, which means how much recourse the
operator has against suppliers can vary across
projects. Finally, India’s nuclear governance
needs to address its regulator’s independence.
While SHANTI creates a statutory framework, it
also vests significant influence in appointments
with the Centre and the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion. This is still not conducive to increasing pu-
blic trust and may also deter investor confidence.

G IR 7, 1Y g wiie faeadt 3R

Stepping stone

¢ India’s nuclear governance needs regulatory
independence

YRA Pt URHTY] T G B! famas Tadar ot
ATaRIHAT 8

Nuclear power and_SHANTI Bill
TRUTY] Soit 3R Wifd (SHANTI) fadas

¢ Nuclear power contributed only around 3% of the electricity
generated in India in 2024-25.

2024-25 T YRA & IATCd faoTell § TRHT] 3ol &1 avTeH
DHad TTH 3% T

e The government has set a target to install 100 GW of nuclear
capacity by 2047, including from at least five indigenous
small modular reactors by 2033.

TBR - 2047 I 100 GW TRHTY] & R I T el
9T &, fored 2033 A% HH I HH YT TN e AISYER
gger i@ B

¢ In this picture, the SHANTI Bill proposes to change who can
legally build and operate civil nuclear facilities.

9 UR0&T & SHANTI fa€ae I8 Seem &1 URard el § &
AT RATY] Jiaemait &1 HFE 9 8 Faf 3R Jare HH
IR godl g

¢ By allowing the Centre to permit nuclear energy activities
through licences to government entities, joint ventures and
“any other company” (subject to conditions), SHANTI
indicates that the intended new class of operators is domestic
private capital rather than foreign plant owners.

(Tl & S1EfT) BT ATGET S URHTY] S0 AT BT SFAfT
S ¥, SHANTI I8 Hdhd dl § o T SaTad! o1 aférd avf
fad=h v miferet & som g Al geft 3

¢ India being able to meet its 100 GW target will indeed require
large capital mobilisation, and allowing licensed non-
government entities expands the roster of entities that can
share the construction risk.

YRA 1100 GW T&d T AT aRaid § 98 Yol U Bt T
HAT, 3R ARG T TR-IRPRY FRI13H 1 3 <7 9
frmfor Sifew e oA arcf se=al &1 SaRT Sear gl

o SHANTI also seeks to keep the most sensitive fuel cycles in
state control while holding room for private participation in
plant delivery and parts of the supply chain, reducing scope
of commercial entry to those segments most relevant to scale
power generation and keeping functions sensitive to nuclear
proliferation with the state.

SHANTI 959 Tde=fia $o= Tl ! Ireg fArasor § §91e
STYf el & $o fewa § fHelt Uriie™t &1 Jomsx

a1 3, R aiforfSues uawr &) 98 M R faeTel! Iare I 92 &5 I Hfera war s 9%

3R ITHTY] YR A IS FH1 9 & U TG |

e The Bill could also mitigate the legal ambiguity new entrants face by putting safety,
enforcement, dispute resolution and the terms of participation in the same statute.
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I8 fathae R, ad=, faarg fFaror iR urfiers 3t =1l & te & w1 & wnfid 3R AU
YARIH! & T HISIG BT SRUPT &1 Hft HH TR Toh |

This could also reduce transaction costs for developers and shrink site approval and
commissioning timelines.

TN ST & forT A-31 @RTd FH 8 Jhall § 3R AISE STHIGH IUT HHIRIIT THY-
Wt ot g Tt B |

However, the Bill’s liability and governance provisions warrant caution.

gTaittes, fadues & Sl 3R XM WIaeT= ATt & H1 B4 ¢ |

The maximum operator liability for a nuclear incident is 3,000 crore.

forht vRmTU] gl & for siftreraw wara® <ifie 23,000 RIS B

The Centre is liable for nuclear damage beyond the operator’s cap and can also assume full
liability for a non-government installation if in the public interest.

F5 TAAS Bt AT W WA &fd F e Iwerh @ ok ardwfe ffa & IRt
RITT & forw qof e oft & Tpar 21

These choices make investment risk easier to price but also ask whether the capped
operator amount is adequate for victims and for environmental remediation.

3 famey frasT S &1 3o e 3T §1d §, Afd a8 Fara Hf Ia1d § o Wit Taras
R difal ok vafavvita gfusr & fo goi § ar =8|

Second, SHANTI requires operators to maintain insurance or other financial security, but
exempts the Centre’s nuclear installations, rendering clear public accounting very
important.

T, SHANTI Temas! & St ar 3= fa=iia YR sH1E @A &1 7 BT 8, At Fg @
TRHTY] RITYTST B 3T Fod Bl &, T T Aot A@ih= 3id Hgayqui ol o1l g |
It also allows operator recourse only when expressly provided in a written contract or when
an incident is due to an act or an omission with intent to cause nuclear damage.

Ig TATaP UfadR &1 orafd Had 9 odl ¢ oid fafad Srae & WY Wy g1 a1 oid gel
SIS fPT Y P A1 P & BRI g% &

This makes supplier accountability depend largely on what the operator secures by
contract, which means how much recourse the operator has against suppliers can vary
across projects.
TaTgcet ! ge db 39 R AR 81 o1 § & Taraed sray & aread ¥

FT AT BT &, T syfefaratart & Raems ufdes ufvaier-ar-ufvaie i sra-ora &)
THA 5|
Finally, India’s nuclear governance needs to address its regulator’s independence.
%amaz, YR o GIHTY] JTHA B! 30 FRTHeE &t Tad=dr & e, DI Jaldd H B AaRgdbdl

I

While SHANTI creates a statutory framework, it also vests significant influence in
appointments with the Centre and the Atomic Energy Commission.

BTAilch SHANTI T dUTfIep @i 11 5, I8 s SR URHIY] ol AR &1 Fgfaaal 7
Tgayul gt Ht UeH aRar g

This is still not conducive to increasing public trust and may also deter investor confidence.
%ﬁgﬁmmﬁmam%wﬁ%eﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁmﬁmﬁ W gdiaied
R |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page27


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

WhatsApp SIM binding order may not
meaningfully reduce cyberfraud: IAMAI

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Ordering WhatsApp to
“bind” user accounts to a
SIM card in their phones
may not “meaningfully re-
duce cyber fraud,” while
causing “hurdles to the
modern communication
habits such as use of inter-
national numbers during
travel [or] secondary dev-
ices” like laptops, the Inter-
net and Mobile Association
of India (IAMAI) said in a
letter to Communications
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia.

The Department of Tele-
communications ordered
WhatsApp and other mes-
saging apps last month to
ensure that the messaging

platform stops working if a
user takes out their SIM
card. While the DoT was
compelled to backtrack on
another direction issued
by the same division, the
Al and Digital Intelligence
Unit — requiring smart-
phone makers to install the
Sanchar Saathi app on dev-
ices sold in India - this
“SIM binding” order has
remained, with some
pushback from WhatsApp.

IAMAI represents Big Tech
firms including Meta,
which owns WhatsApp.
IAMAI argued that the
DoT does not have the stat-
utory power to order firms
like WhatsApp to comply
with orders like this. “Ov-
er-the-top (OTT) services
are not within the scope of
the Telecommunications
Act, 2023,” the letter said,
referring to apps that work
online without owning te-
lecom hardware and air-
waves. “This limited scope
was further outlined by the
former Minister of Com-
munications, Shri Ashwini
Vaishnaw, who stated that
“OTT has been regulated
by the IT Act of 2000 and
continues to be regulated
by the IT Act. There is no

coverage of OTT in the new
telecom bill passed by the
Parliament”.”

The DoT order also re-
quires WhatsApp to log out
users on WhatsApp Web af-
ter six hours. There is no
fixed timeout for What-
sApp Web sessions. Making
this change “will adversely
impact many business
owners and MSMEs rely on
web-based messaging ap-
plications throughout the
workday to coordinate
with customers, suppliers,
and internal teams,” IAMAI
argued.

What’s more, IAMAI
said, these directions may
not achieve their goal of re-
ducing cybercrime, while
causing widespread incon-
venience.

WhatsApp SIM binding order may not meaningfully reduce cyberfraud: IAMAI

FTecHty Rm

IAMAI

AEFET ST TEaR TS B dd U A FH g1 B bl

Ordering WhatsApp to “bind” user accounts to a SIM card in their phones may not
“‘meaningfully reduce cyber fraud,” while causing “hurdles to the modern communication
habits such as use of international numbers during travel [or] secondary devices” like
laptops, the Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI) said in a letter to
Communications Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia.

FTEAVY & B H R HTS T ITARTHT WTell i TGS A T A “FrgaR URATUSY B

AT T | F AT R G, S T B AR 3
fadiae Iumu Sft SmefAe TR 3meal # aruTd der

HeRI & IUANT 1 AUy oY
, $e¥c TS Hiasd

THRITL 3T 3T (AMAI) 3 TR T SRR Riftar 31 *ra 7 & Pell

The Department of Telecommunications ordered WhatsApp and other messaging apps last
month to ensure that the messaging platform stops working if a user takes out their SIM card.
AR AT A U d 7EA ©reany ok o JRRHT U0 &) g8 IRfd w3 & e faar
% afe P18 IuaTwdl SroT | w18 e o df SR WiewiH B9 &1 § FR <

While the DoT was compelled to backtrack on another direction issued by the same division,
the Al and Digital Intelligence Unit — requiring smartphone makers to install the Sanchar
Saathi app on devices sold in India — this “SIM binding” order has remained, with some
pushback from WhatsApp.

IAMAI 7 T a1 f& DoT & U ey St ufal & T SN &1 UTe B &1 aerfe

RIES B

“Over-the-top (OTT) services are not within the scope of the Telecommunications Act,
2023,” the letter said, referring to apps that work online without owning telecom hardware and

airwaves.

“OTT has been regulated by the IT Act of 2000 and continues to be regulated by the IT

Act. There is no coverage of OTT in the new telecom bill passed by the Parliament”.
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=g It erR &1 yd warR W ff aif¥=it dwrg 3 ok Wy e, =R %e1 fb “oTT 3t
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faf~raftra Tgar 81 W9 g1 wia AU gruaR fAdus # oTT &1 5 Sea@ A8l 2 I’

The DoT order also requires WhatsApp to log out users on WhatsApp Web after six
hours.
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Study affirms Kerala’s rich butterfly diversity in the Western Ghats
region

ST = Ui} gre &7 o dva B Iy faaeh fafauar ot g #i
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Study affirms Kerala’s rich butterfly
diversity in the Western Ghats region

Sarath Babu George
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala hosts the highest
butterfly diversity among
all Indian States along the
Western Ghats, with 328
species documented, in-
cluding 41 species endemic
to the Western Ghats, ac-
cording to a new mono-
graph published in ENTO-
MON, an open access
quarterly journal by the
Association for Advance-
ment of Entomology.

The researchers of the
study ‘The Butterflies (Le-
pidoptera, Rhopalocera) of
Kerala: Status and Distribu-
tion’ have reported that
the Western Ghats support
337 butterfly species and
Kerala accounts for nearly

Paris peacock swallowtail. DR. KALESH SADASIVAN

the entire diversity. The
butterfly fauna of the State
spans six families, led by
Nymphalidae (97 species),
Lycaenidae (96 species),
and Hesperiidae (82 spe-
cies), followed by Papilio-
nidae, Pieridae and
Riodinidae.

The study, undertaken

by a team of researchers
led by Kalesh Sadasivan,
has also documented 36
migratory butterfly species
to highlight the State’s role
as a key corridor for seaso-
nal butterfly movements.
Notably, 22 species record-
ed from Kerala are includ-
ed in the IUCN Red List,

though most fall under the
‘Least Concern’ category,
while two are listed as
‘Near Threatened.’

The monograph high-
lights that 70 butterfly spe-
cies found in Kerala are
protected under the Wil-
dlife (Protection) Act, 1972.
Of these, only four have
the highest level of protec-
tion under Schedule I.

One of the most signifi-
cant contributions of the
work is the extensive larval
host plant checklist which
documents over 1,800
feeding records, including
over 350 new field obser-
vations. Covering nearly
800 plant species, the list
represents one of the lar-
gest region-specific compi-
lations in India.

Study affirms Kerala’s rich butterfly diversity in the Western Ghats region

ey A ufinft wre &7 ¥ Ia ot 9 faad fafaerar g &t

Kerala hosts the highest butterfly diversity among all Indian States along the Western
Ghats, with 328 species documented, including 41 species endemic to the Western
Ghats, according to a new monograph published in ENTOMON, an open access quarterly
journal by the Association for Advancement of Entomology.

The butterfly fauna of the State spans six families, led by Nymphalidae (97 species),

Lycaenidae (96 species), and Hesperiidae (82 species), followed by Papilionidae,

Pieridae and Riodinidae. . ' .

T4 1 ferelt sia-siqeft 31 [Afdedr 8 oo # Bell g3 o, or FewTfers (97 weifaan),

ATSH TS (96 ugﬁm) IR FES (82 wemfer) TG §, 39 a1. dfuferifs, fefvs sk
|

fafsfe amd

The study, undertaken by a team of researchers led by Kalesh Sadasivan, has also
documented 36 migratory butterfly species to highlight the State’s role as a key corridor for
seasonal butterfly movements.

HA FSIRE

& g | XMyl T T gRT fbT 1T 39 i | 36 Yary faaett

TSty &1t GRATdSIIanRT fhaT T §, o Wt fordelt SmanTae & fre 9 &1 U Ae@qut
TR & T H YfteT Bl gl 2|

Notably, 22 species recorded from Kerala are included in the IUCN Red List, though most
fall under the ‘Least Concern’ category, while two are listed as ‘Near Threatened.’
IGHI Y W, I I &of DI T 22 YaATferdr IUCN ¥s fere & =nfia &, o 9 siftreter
‘Least Concern’ Wﬁ% et a‘r P ‘Near Threatened’ & =0 H ﬂjﬁ@?ﬁ’ foear /an %I

The monograph highlights that 70 butterfly species found in Kerala are protected under the
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.
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e Of these, only four have the highest level of protection under Schedule I.
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Indian Army receives final
batch of Apache helicopters

NEW DELHI

The Indian Army on Tues-
day received the final batch
of three AH-64E Apache at-
tack helicopters, complet-
ing its six-unit fleet at the
451 Army Aviation Squa-
dron based in Jodhpur, Ra-
jasthan. The helicopters
landed at the Air Force Sta-
tion, Hindon, in Ghaziabad
before being inducted into
the service.

The Apaches were con-
tracted in February 2020
under a $600-million deal
with the United States. The
first batch of three helicop-
ters was delivered earlier
this year, and the arrival of
the final batch will ensure
full operationalisation of
the Army’s dedicated
Apache squadron.

The six advanced attack
helicopters will be sta-
tioned at Jodhpur. The
squadron was raised in
March last year to cater

Taking flight: The AH-64E Apache is regarded as the world’s most
advanced multi-role combat helicopter. Arp

specifically to operational
requirements on the west-
ern front.

The deliveries come
against the backdrop of a
telephonic  conversation
between Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and U.S. De-
fence Secretary Pete Heg-
seth in July this year, dur-
ing which both sides
reviewed ongoing and up-
coming initiatives to
strengthen bilateral de-
fence cooperation. During
the talks, the United States

had assured India of deli-
vering the first batch of
three Apaches within two
weeks and the remaining
three by November this
year. The first batch was
delivered after a delay of
nearly 15 months from the
original delivery schedule
of May 2024, primarily due
to global supply chain dis-
ruptions.

The AH-64E Apache is
regarded as the world’s
most advanced multi-role
combat helicopter.

Indian Army receives final batch of Apache helicopters

YR J1 BT 3UTY gelpIeRl &1 Sifaw Wy ure

The Indian Army on Tuesday received the final batch of three AH-64E Apache attack
helicopters, completing its six-unit fleet at the 451 Army Aviation Squadron based in
Jodhpur, Rajasthan.

The Apaches were contracted in February 2020 under a $600-million deal with the United
States.

The AH-64E Apache is regarded as the world’s most advanced multi-role combat
helicopter.

AH-64E 3[UT B! 3T BT Hed I Tg-YfHPT TSR SepIER AT S B
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The future of governance in post-Maoist India

India’s Fifth Schedule areas became the hotbed of Maoist insurgencies due to ad neglect, exacerbating discontent and a lack of representation of

tribal grou
fes it intemal Security_3

FULL CONTEXT

Niranjan Sahoo

key element missing in the
dominant discourse around the
evolution and growth of the

Maoist movement is
governance. An overwhelming volume of
empirical literature accounts the rapid

the Maoist movement in the
1990s and early 20005 to
underdevelopment, and structural
socio-economic issues. This is evident
from the scores of official, non-official and
scholarly articles which have attempted to
study the “root causes™ for insurgency in
central and eastern India (popularly
called the Red Corridor). These articles
have argued for an accelerated
development push to address the acute
material needs of an impoverished
population which includes many
vulnerable tribes. As a result of these
articulations, the Indian state has been
relying on a “two-pronged” approach
(combining security and development) to
counter the Maoist threat.

This does not mean other factors such
as governance, justice redressal and other
issues have been completely neglected in
the official discourse. On several
occasions, policy makers and official
reports have sought to bring attention to
creating good governance frameworks
and quicker justice redressal mechanisms
1o address the long-standing grievances of
the affected population. But there has
been little effort to understand the
governance challenges that intensified the
Maoist insurgency in different cycles.

Unpacking challenges of governance
While the Maoist insurgency has ew

in different phases since the Naxalbari
uprising (1967), the movement in its
current avatar has largely

concentrated around the Fifth Schedule
areas of central and eastern lndxa States

lective governance is crucial to address these

N R

Maoists with fthe C

, after dered at the police

lines in Jagdalpur in Chhattisgarh's Bastar district, on October 17. P11

found that “more tribals have lost their
land since the commencement of
economic liberalisation than any time in

with al tribal

The Fifth Schedule was conceptualised
and offered as a new social contract to the
adivasis in these regions, by the framers
of the Constitution, taki

the post history”.

Thus, while the Constitution makers
imagined a new lease of life for the
adivasis under the Fifth Schedule,
successive governments failed to bring up

i to

Schedule provided a legal framework and
instrumentality for governance of these
tribal It offered ial

transform this lofty vision into reality. The
same colonial structures and
fi , rules of business,

provisions such as the Tribal Advisory
Council with three-fourth of members

from the adivasi population and a special
financial provision via the tribal sub-plan.

and justice system were retained for
Scheduled Areas, which made tribal
groups, with very low literacy, barely able
to understand these rules and the

Further, the Governor of each State was modern justice system.
given discretionary powers to oversee the
enforcement of these provisions, A lack of representation
particularly with respect to checking land | What deepened the alienation was the
alienation. complete absence of locals in the

However, extensive provisions administrative units implementing

i ing, the local i in the Fifth
were subjected to the severest forms of Schedule B.D. Sharma, the then
s 5 ey the

everyday life. As recorded in the Planning
Commission’s Expert Committee Report
(2008), a vast region with abundant
natural resources was reduced to penury
due to state neglect and poor governance.
That these special provisions were of lttle
use is evident from tribal populations”
persistently low social and e(‘onolmt
status compared to other social

The Oxford University Multidime nswn.ll
Poverty Index in 2010 ranked the region
worse than Sub-Saharan Africa. Yet, for
tribal populations, the far bigger
challenge was how to exercise their rights
over the land and forests. Despite legal
safeguards and constitutional protection
against arbitrary land acquisition, millions
of them were dispossessed to penury. In
his seminal study, writer Walter Fernades

Castes/Scheduled Tribes Commission,
succinctly put that “the personnel who
are overwhelmingly outsiders carried
their attitudes, bias and lived experiences
while performing day to day tasks”.
Importantly, apex bodies such as a
separate Ministry of Tribal Welfare, and
the National Commission for Scheduled
Tribes created to oversee the execution of
isions for the tribal
idly observed by the
ekar Committee (2009), did very
little to stop the exploitation.

Moreover, while the Governors are
constitutionally assigned to protect the
interests of adivasis in Schedule areas, not
a single Governor has acted since
Independence in these regions. These
institutions have been further

handicapped by weak and ineffective
service delivery institutions such as
health, education, revenue, police, and
the judiciary.

The lone exception was the Panchayat
Extension to Schedule Areas Act (PESA),
1996. PESA was enacted to address adivasi

ues and mitigate the ongoing challenges in these regions

revenue departments (which they often
viewed as corrupt and oppressive). For
instance, the entire Dandakaranya region
largely characterised by extreme
underdevelopment and poor governance
was easily capt the underground
Mauls(s in the 19905 with the prom-se of

THE GIS

v

Wihile the Maoist insurgency
has evolved in different phases
since the Naxalbari uprising

Linds. and the forest (under the broad
slogan of al, Jungle and Zameen).
Persistent and

(1967), inits
current avatar has largely been
concentrated around the Fifth

hedule and

deficits created a space o Mscits o e
parallel governments (offering critical
services such as paramedics, schools,
food rations and speedy justice through
kangaroo courts) in many of their

strongholds.

Need for a new imagination
Going forward, India must pay close
attention to governance paradoxes that
continue to plague most regions under
the Fifth Schedule. In recent years, there
has been visible improvement in key
service functions, particularly wi
respect to welfare schemes and critical
infrastructure (roads, electricity, telecom)
in Maoist affected regions. Both the
Centre and affected States have found
ways to improve service delivery
functions via digital technology and cash
transfer. However, critical service delivery
institutions such as justice, health,
education, policing, and revenue
functions remain thin and unsatisfactory.
Persistent structural bottlenecks
(under-representation of locals) in the
@ \g governance system have a
significant bearing in their effectiveness.
On the other side, crucial rights-based
legislations like the Forest Rights Act
(FRA) and PESA need greater political
push from the Centre as well affected
States. The FRA which remains a key legal
tool to protect the rights of adivasis and
forest dwellers to access forest resources
for their sustenance is batting for its
survival today. While many core
provisions have been violated by state
institutions, there have also been
amendments and judicial interventions in
recent years which have diluted its
original mandate and effectiveness. In
addition, the and expansion of

underrepresentation and alienation in the
form of “self-governance”.

democratic forums were envisioned to
create space for adivasis to take their own
decisions on welfare issues, land, natural
resources, livelihood and preservation of
culture and their way of life. While PESA
‘made some substantial changes by
improving political representation at the
lower level of governance, key provisions
were routinely violated. The Expert
Committee Report (2008) found flagrant
violations of PESA by the appointed

icials. One of the most abused
provisions has been with regards to land
acquisition.

To sum up, governance maladies and
relatively low political priority accorded
to the Fifth Schedule in many ways
created a fertile ground for the Maoist
leadership to mobilise the aggrieved
adivasi population against the Indian
state. The growing governance deficits
which directly impacted development,
welfare functions and mitigation of local
grievances created an opportunity for the
Maoists to spread their ideologies of a
people’s government (Janatan Sarkar).
‘There is a rich body of evidence that
indisputably credits tribal frustrations,
anger and low trust in governance
institutions as the reasons that drove
many adivasis to support Maoist ideology
and revolutionary missions. Many relied
on the Maoist movement as some sort of
instrument to get justice from state

agencies such as the police, forest and

The future of governance in post-Maoist India

the Compensatory Afforestation Fund
(CAP) Act, 2016 has grossly diluted legal
safeguards, apart from affecting the
livelihoods of forest dwellers in India.
similarly, PESA despite initial promises
faces growing resistance from the States
concerned. Under pressure to unlock
huge mineral deposits, most State
governments in Fifth Schedule Areas have
undermined the powers granted to Gram
Sabhas under PESA, particularly on the
issues of granting consent for ing/land
acquisition. Incidentally, the most
widespread violations of PESA has been
in the most Maoist-affected State of
Chhatti
Thus, gomg forward priorities must
include the reversal of political and
administrative under-representation of
adivasis. While there are mandatory
quotas at the local levels, considering
these self-governing bodies lack real
autonomy and financial power,
mpmwmauon remains ]arpely
performatory. The permanent
bureaucracy (overwhelmingly non-tribal)
still calls the shots. Given the persistent
alienation and trust deficits among the
local population, the post-Maoist Fifth
Schedule Areas governance vision can
benefit by borrowing some feathers from
the Sixth Schedule Areas which are
governed by Autonomous Districts/Zonal
(,ounnh In short, post-Maoist India
needs a new governance charter.
Niranjan Sahoo is Senior Fellow,
Research Foundation, D(‘"Il

eastem India — States with
substantial tribal populations.

v

As recorded in the Planning
Commission’s Expert
Committee Report (2008), a
vast region with abundant
natural resources was reduced
to penury due to state neglect
and poor governance.

v

Going forward, India must pay
close attention to govemance
paradoxes that continue to
plague most regions under the
Fifth Schedule.

HISMATGIR HRd § WMH &1 Hfas

¢ India’s Fifth Schedule areas became the hotbed of Maoist insurgencies due to
administrative neglect, exacerbating discontent and a lack of representation of tribal
groups in local bodies.
YRd & UTadl STt & U=~ SU&T & HRUT HISEIS IIaTG &1 $g - 7, o
A T 3R WA el & S=eirdig Tqg! & ufafafia & ot ok e g3

o Effective governance is crucial to address these issues and mitigate the ongoing
challenges in these regions.
31 851 A 3 g BT AU $A 3R T I8 Gl B HH bR b o7y qurdt e
3Icd AP ¢ |

o A key element missing in the dominant discourse around the evolution and growth of
the Maoist movement is governance
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Trefiardl sfigie & fadbr Gﬁiﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁmmﬁw (Governance) Wﬂ?ﬁ'{uf
U Rd e & & |

¢ An overwhelming volume of empirical literature accounts the rapid growth of the Maoist
movement in the 1990s and early 2000s to underdevelopment, and structural socio-
economic issues.

WIS AIecd 1 U IS [GTT 1990 P S IR 2000 & JFSTC qui H ASfiardt
%ﬁﬁéﬁq@ﬁmﬁiwm &nﬁﬂgm\aﬁﬁaﬁm%

e This is evident from the scores of official, non-official and scholarly articles which have
attempted to study the “root causes” for insurgency in central and eastern India (Red
Corridor).

Tg 91 MRASTRS, TR-SMRSTRG SR WAeifores aal ot g Jea § Wy g ¢, fS5iH 7w
3R gdf YRa (s FIRSR) ¥ A5 & “Ja FRON” HT g foar g |

e These articles have argued for an accelerated development push to address the acute
material needs of an impoverished population, which includes many vulnerable tribes.
1 Gl A RIS JMTETdY, o $% AdgA=Md STl MM g, i dig Wifas
STIRGH T3 B! IR HA & o Aot fIdT T4y & adbTad &1 g

e As aresult of these articulations, the Indian state has been relying on a “two-pronged”
approach combining security and development to counter the Maoist threat.

2 qh! & URUTHRGEY, YR T T1HIaTe Tk ¥ FAue & foe grem iR e &t
fArea) “g-mamdt Iuifer R ARk @1 8

e This does not mean other factors such as governance, justice redressal and other issues
have been completely neglected in the official discourse.
qH1 I8 3 78T 8 o =, =ama fRamRun iR o gl &1 snfieies fausf & gt ke
ToR SIS v R B

¢ On several occasions, policy makers and official reports have sought to bring attention to
creating good governance frameworks and quicker justice redressal mechanisms to
address the long-standing grievances of the affected population.

®3 TWRI R Afa-Fafarsn siz snfireifve Ravet 3 mfaa srerc ot e e Rremaal
B R HA & U R 21 R A =g fAaRor a3 w ok fean g1

e But there has been little effort to understand the governance challenges that intensified
the Maoist insurgency in different cycles.

cifs fafirer =Ron # Asiarc] fAsis ! dig o= areft e "eeht gt &) g9 &1 9gd
U U g3 B |

www.patrioticias.in

Unpacking challenges of governance

T 1 Aot B g

e While the Maoist insurgency has evolved in different phases since the Naxalbari uprising
(1967), the movement in its current avatar has largely been concentrated around the Fifth
Schedule areas of central and eastern India — States with substantial tribal populations.

BIqilidh ATSMAG! f[dse Aqaadrs! sfigra- (1967) & a1 ¥ fafta avon & faeRid aﬂ%
oifch1 ST THAT @R~ Tch: Hell SR Yl WRd & ulerdl St &l 7 obisd 8 —
Tfeandt SraTdt 98t GBI H 7

e The Fifth Schedule was conceptualised and offered as a new social contract to the
adivasis, by the framers of the Constitution, taking into account the special needs of the
population.
TTadl SR &1 wiaur fFmfarsi 3 srfearfRmt & fog 39t faRiv sraxawansit & &=
H 3Gd gU U ¢ HIHIT® ey & U 8 URDd fobar o)

e The Schedule provided a legal framework and instrumentality for the governance of tribal
homelands.
T T 7 Srfandt & & IR & 1T U ST el iR |A1eE e |

o |t offered special provisions such as the Tribal Advisory Council, with three-fourth of
members from the adivasi population, and a special financial provision via the tribal
sub-plan.
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Y iy grauTe 3, SR S wargeR uivve, SR diF-adturs wew snfearsdt
TS A 814 €, 3R eIy SU-aier & 71y 3 Aty faxitg wrawm |

e Further, the Governor of each State was given discretionary powers to oversee the
enforcement of these provisions, particularly with respect to checking land alienation.
hP SR, U I b IqUTd Pl 7 UIGYTHI &

QTWE?[ ﬂg ICEINER ?{ﬁr 3[¢d (Land Alienation) PIAP B G'—c{’l-fﬁ'l

o However, extensive provisions notwithstanding, the local populations were subjected to
the severest forms of discrimination and exploitation in everyday life.
gIdiich STIP WAL & SIaolG, TR SATATG! HI AoHR{ & e § e 1R 9dR &
WSHTT 3R YT BT AT HRAT US|

e Asrecorded in the Planning Commission’s Expert Committee Report (2008), a vast region
with abundant natural resources was reduced to penury due to state neglect and poor
governance.

IS AT @t fatug afafa i (2008) & SFUR, WeR Wipfae waTel aren te fa=mma
&7 I Bt SUET SR WIS THA P HRUT TS T ¢ave fedm |

e That these special provisions were of little use is evident from tribal populations’
persistently low social and economic status compared to other social groups.
= faxiy ura =i &t Sitrg ST 59 9w € Wy § fa o arfore augl @t gann o
SIS STETd Bt AraTore ofR e fRufa avmar A o+t &0

o The Oxford University Multidimensional Poverty Index (2010) ranked the region worse
than Sub-Saharan Africa.

fayfaemay & sgemandt RS GEei® (2010) H 39 &85 ! Y-SRI SPIHT A

Wt Sgar wH e T

o Yet, for tribal populations, the far bigger challenge was how to exercise their rights over
land and forests.

ﬁw?ﬁmaﬂuwﬁ%ﬁmwﬁa@ﬁﬁ@ﬁvﬁwﬁa%ﬁmm
AT A

o Despite legal safeguards and constitutional protection against arbitrary land
acquisition, millions of them were dispossessed to penury.

HTAM YA RGO & favs SIT A& SR Hurie TUR&0T & STavE, aral al &
RIS ¥ Ydhad gU dg@d I fear T/l

¢ In his seminal study, writer Walter Fernandes found that “more tribals have lost their
land since the commencement of economic liberalisation than any time in the post-
independent history”.

30 Wi Sreaa & oges dfeer WHitew A U & “anfife IgRiewur it g & arg
it oft 3 SR ®ra Bt o H Siftre snfearRmy = eroeit yfr |ig 27

e Thus, while the Constitution makers imagined a new lease of life for the adivasis under
the Fifth Schedule, successive governments failed to bring up appropriate governance
structures to transform this lofty vision into reality.

9 UHR, et wiaur fAmfarsit 3 uiadY sl & dgd snfearfyay & fere A s #
HUT B 2, T AR 3T dTell TRBR 39 I P DI dRdfdebar H daer & oy Iuga
T TR WS XA | fawa W&

e The same colonial structures and administrative forms, rules of business, and justice
system were retained for Scheduled Areas, which made tribal groups, with very low
literacy, barely able to understand these rules and the modern justice system.

TREATE 3R U 2ia, S Fare & aH, 3R
AT YOI ST I T, o) Sredid o &Rl aral Sfeardt wqg 37 faul 3R sy
T YUITelt & 99 81 ) g |

A lack of representation

ufafafira &t &+

o What deepened the alienation was the complete absence of locals in the administrative
units implementing provisions enumerated in the Fifth Schedule.

www.patrioticias.in
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ORI e Pt HIGHT B 3R 7671 T, 9 Uiadt St & UIaUT! &1 AN A et
YR FhT3al § WA a1 gof srqufufe o
B.D. Sharma, the then Commissioner of the Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes
Commission, succinctly put that “the personnel who are overwhelmingly outsiders
carried their attitudes, bias and lived experiences while performing day to day tasks”.
am?ﬁqa:ﬁfﬁaﬁrrﬁraraﬁl%lamﬁ START & 3Tgad &t 8. =t = Hau & w1 fo
«3ffRypiRTa: ATt ifaTt 3= TRHIvT, gatug ok Siiaw srgvat 31 3f e ol & wry
AP T &7 |
Importantly, apex bodies such as a separate Ministry of Tribal Welfare, and the National
Commission for Scheduled Tribes created to oversee the execution of special provisions
for the tribal population, as observed by the Mungekar Committee (2009), did very little to
stop the exploitation.
HE@YUl &4 ¥, Sfarit Sedr & g gy Harerd 3R SgfRd seeita & forg g
%arrq;wéﬁvﬁcfwﬁﬁ ST o Titese |fhifar (2009) 7 T, <Myr Ah & T 9ga w4
I
Moreover, while the Governors are constitutionally assigned to protect the interests of
adivasis in Scheduled areas, not a single Governor has acted since Independence in
these regions.
& IR, T ITequTal ol HAU—d &9 J 87 &=t | snfeariRral & fgal #i
;grrmaﬂﬁaﬁmw%, e 1t Tereran & aTg @ et Wit Iroaarer A 5 & A Brars A
I

These institutions have been further handicapped by weak and ineffective service delivery
institutions such as health, education, revenue, police, and the judiciary.

= ST 1 T, R, I, gferT ik =arauifereT St FHeiR SR ST Jar
faravor SRasit 7 SR i srgry &1 fea|
The lone exception was the Panchayat Extension to Schedule Areas Act (PESA), 1996.
THHTH 3(UdTe U1 YaTad (SFRIRIT &A1 @ favarR) ififraw - PESA, 1996 |
PESA was enacted to address adivasi underrepresentation and alienation in the form of
“self-governance”.

PESA &I “T-]IR” & T ¥ anfeandt sreu-ufafafRiea sk srawma & @ 7 & forg
SIUGRIRIRIKIN
These democratic forums were envisioned to create space for adivasis to take their own
decisions on welfare issues, land, natural resources, livelihood and preservation of
culture and their way of life.

S Aidit® Bl & URE I ATl &l wearor, Y, Urpfas aares, reiifasr
YT TP 3R Sta1-usfar & Te0T R W Aoy a9 7 srawR &7 & forg ot 18 ot
While PESA made some substantial changes by improving political representation at the
lower level of governance, key provisions were routinely violated.

gTdid PESA A foradt TR & 2+ ® weifas ufafAifia guR 3R 8 agayul agarg
fbu, Afe 39& TE1 wraurEl &1 frafia wu & Iea= foar

The Expert Committee Report (2008) found flagrant violations of PESA by the appointed
officials.

fo=iug afafa e (2008) & fArgaa siftreifeal gIRT PESA & Ja Iewe- Ut 74|

One of the most abused provisions has been with regards to Iand ach|5|t|on

T 31 gHuaNT fhe T graur & @t Yf siftrreur @ WeEfid @1 R |

To sum up, governance maladies and relatively low political priority accorded to the Fifth
Schedule in many ways created a fertile ground for the Maoist leadership to mobilise the
aggrieved adivasi population against the Indian state.

e o, =TE o1 BT 3R uTad] gt & & TS S IAeT-iad mAfiwdr 3 w3 widl 3
AISNETE AT B! AT FIARN ST BT HRANT I & o Ffdd 1 & R
IUYETS; FHIA UaH Bt

The growing governance deficits which directly impacted development, welfare functions
and mitigation of local grievances created an opportunity for the Maoists to spread their
ideologies of a people’s government (Janatana Sarkar).

Fed YA 91e, ST Iten yHTd faeTH, HearureR st 3k RIT-ig Riemdl & fHaro
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TR ST, 3 Afaedl o) o9 TRPR (ST TRPR) B 30T fIaRYURTSH F Ter &1 SawR
feam

e There is a rich body of evidence that indisputably credits tribal frustrations, anger and low
trust in governance institutions as the reasons that drove many adivasis to support
Maoist ideology and revolutlonary missions.

T IR WHIT JUas § off Ffdare &u 3 snfearRay 3t garsm, Smepi=r iR e JwATaif
H $H HRIH &I I BRI AT § o &3 STfearal & Areiiardt faRyRT 3R wifaert
APTH HT TR HRA & forg v fasan

e Many relied on the Maoist movement as some sort of instrument to get justice from state

agencies such as the police, forest and revenue departments, which they often viewed as
corrupt and oppressive.

Hs AT A ATSNATE! SHTGIer & <1 It $He+ & Tah |1 & &0 § o], faRivax giery,
T 3R oA fIURT St I el 9, o5 3 SRR YT 3R gHAIRI O 31

e Forinstance, the entire Dandakaranya region, largely characterised by extreme
underdevelopment and poor governance, was easily captured by the underground
Maoists in the 1990s with the promise of providing ownership to adivasis over lands and
forests under the broad slogan of Jal, Jungle and Zameen.
IR & o, SEHRUY &7, GﬁE@Iﬁ' TP SUfIHRT R WRIT AT I UgIHT Sl
8, 31 1990 & T=1F & YT AIsiiariedl 7 S & o= ool B o for, o e, wivTet iR
Wl & U AR % ded Sfearial B yfy o o W w33 9 B |

e Persistent governance and development deficits created a space for Maoists to run
parallel governments, offering critical services such as paramedics, schools, food
rations and speedy justice through kangaroo courts in many of their strongholds. ]
TRIAR &9 Y8 XM AR fIwrT a1ef 3 weiiaredt o TuHiaR TRBI 9a B o8 &, S8l
I P el 1 RTAFSHI, Tpd, TRl IR 3R SIS SrTerd] & AT I @iRd =a1g ot

HE@qUl §aTg UaH i TS|

Need for a new imagination
3 UNHeUT ot STaRaddr

e Going forward, India must pay close attention to governance paradoxes that continue to
plague most regions under the Fifth Schedule.
3T Sgd §U, YR ! Uradl St o SIla 3 aTct SHEeHI=T &= § &1 Ig arell =
et fageamsit R iR e & g

e |nrecent years, there has been visible improvement in key service functions, particularly
with respect to welfare schemes and critical infrastructure such as roads, electricity, and
telecom in Maoist affected regions.

B1d & auf § Arsitardt yutfad &t o wearorers Asrai ok Ageayqut SrasRqr oY
Tep, faurell 3iR REER & e # T Jar Sl 3 Wy UR <@ T |

o Both the Centre and affected States have found ways to improve service delivery functions
via digital technology and cash transfer.

P 3R YT Irsat gl A fEfred aaite iR Ao SfaRu1 & A1y § Jar faavur &
FeR M & TP TS B |

o However, critical service delivery institutions such as justice, health, education, policing,
and revenue functions remain thin and unsatisfactory.

gTaiites, =T, ¥, e, giRifinT iR Irerea SRt Teaguf Jar faavor wward spdt off
PSR AR RIS 5 g8 2

o Persistent structural bottlenecks such as under-representation of locals in the existing
governance system have a significant bearing on their effectiveness.

TISlET W SR & RITT alt & 3req ufaf-iieg SRt QIR WRe-reed arutd !
FHUTIRNEAT TR 61 UHIT STer & |

o On the other side, crucial rights-based legislations like the Forest Rights Act (FRA) and
PESA need greater political push from the Centre as well as affected States.

R 3R, 9 PR AT (FRA) 3R PESA o Aequf siftreR-smenfyd gl &t
Py R gHIA Ireal ST R S1fie IeTifae gwda @t siavaeddr §1
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The FRA, which remains a key legal tool to protect the rights of adivasis and forest dwellers
to access forest resources for their sustenance, is batting for its survival today.

FRA, S aTfeaRig 3R aeaTRm) % o Senei o AeiieT 34 Ued & HRIGRI S 36T o1
T VR BT I 2, 31T A ST & R W e XeT |

While many core provisions have been violated by state institutions, there have also been
amendments and judicial interventions in recent years which have diluted its original
mandate and effectiveness.

TET IS YT GRT 3 Ha WIGUTAY BT I a1 T 8, I8! g1 & auf & gu A=iey
sﬁ?mmmaﬁﬁsﬂ%qamﬁ?umﬁmm%

In addition, the enactment and expansion of the Compensatory Afforestation Fund (CAF)
Act, 2016 has grossly diluted legal safeguards, apart from affecting the livelihoods of
forest dwellers in India.

U Sfaikad, effaqye a-itemeor fAftr (CAF) Sifif=r, 2016 & TadH IR fawIR = S

TR IURN H! 1R U J HHR foa 8, W1 g HRA o a-Tarfeal @ reifaer o of

TUTad far g |

Similarly, PESA, despite initial promises, faces growing resistance from States concemed.

sgﬂw, URM® dTel & STacig PESA &I Iafid Isdl & d¢d favIy &1 H-T 1 IS 38T
I

Under pressure to unlock huge mineral deposits, most State governments in Fifth

Schedule Areas have undemined the powers granted to Gram Sabhas under PESA,

particularly on issues of consent for mining and land acquisition.

fa=ITe WfeT USRI &1 Wi & qara &, uTad] St &1 & s Ied WBRI 7 PESA

& 3farid amw FHISH @ U T SfUPRY B HHIR fHar 7, Ay & @ iR Yy

fRrgur &t weHfd & ArHell H

Incidentally, the most widespread violations of PESA have been in the most Maoist

affected State of Chhattisgarh.

YNGR, PESA & e AU Jeera=] Tad e Arsiard) yHifae Iy oiirre 7 gu el

Thus, going forward priorities must include the reversal of political and administrative
under-representation of adivasis.

3(d: 3 & rufirrarst # snfearREy P Ieiiae iR U=RIIe 3req ufaf~iiia o
TereT Y g1 =R Tl

While there are mandatory quotas at the local levels, considering that these self-
governing bodies lack real autonomy and financial power, representation remains largely
performatory.

FTailTd RIT ¥R TR SHfaTd 3MR&HvT &, A 31 Wa=meit fAeral & U aRdfdss waraian
3R faritg wife = 81 & SR ufafRfa sifdiwiRra: siruaRe s=1 8T 5|

The permanent bureaucracy, which is overwhelmingly non-tribal, still calls the shots.
TEAd: IR-Afarit IR Araww=mgt o +ff fHofg &= &t =ife srom s & Tach 31

Given the persistent alienation and trust deficits among the local population, the post-
Maoist Fifth Schedule Areas governance vision can benefit by borrowing some features
from the Sixth Schedule Areas govermned by Autonomous District and Zonal Councils.

R TaTEt B &+ X aTelt grHTaeT SR fayry @t $Ht &1 g@d gT, Tisiiardl-3w uradl
L Y B T IR T e 3R g aRwe) gr1 Tk Bdt g s @
FS (AT TSR AU B Tebell ] 1

In short, post-Maoist India needs a new governance charter.

H@Uﬁ,maﬁam—wmﬁwqéwmaﬁmw%
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